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Fort Erie Race 
. Track hoping to 
* attract large 
crowds 


Horse trainer Kevin 
Buttigieg is glad to be 
home at the Fort Erie Race 
Track. 

After spending the win¬ 
ter working in West 
Virginia, the Fort Erie resi¬ 
dent returned for another 
season at the border oval, 
which is celebrating 117 
years of live thoroughbred 
racing. 

Training at the track 
began April 27. Many of 
the horse owners and 
trainers are back, hoping 
for a good year as they get 
their horses ready for 
another season. 

“I have family here. They 
are my biggest fans and 
they come to all my races,” 
said Buttigieg, who works 
alongside his girlfriend, 
Sarah Collicutt, who helps 
ride, gallop and groom the 
horses. 

Their typical day starts 
about 5 a.m., when both of 
them head out to the 
Fort Erie Times track. 

The Fort Erie Race Track will open May 27 for its 117th year of live thoroughbred racing. The track held a special event day on 

May 20 to tour the track, chat with jockey’s and see what’s going on for the racing season. Sec 2 




























2 Fort Erie Times • Thursday, May 22,2014 



CPR, AED trainer hopes to reach 5,000 


> 10% of cost of 
course will be 
donated back 
to Heart and Stroke 
Foundation 


will be held at the Fort Erie 
Centennial Branch on May 
24 and June 21 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The May 24 course 
is a Heart Saver CPR with 
AED Level C Certification 
and the June 21 course is for 
recertification. On May 31 
and June 28 from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Fort Erie Crystal 
Ridge Branch Heart Saver 

c„rt _ __ CPR with AED Level C certi- 

Fort Erie Times flcation on May 31 and the 

recertification class on June 
One of the most effective 28. 
ways to save a life is to be The cost of the course Is 
properly trained in CPR and $60 and Cranston is taking 
have the knowledge to use 10% of the proceeds raised 
an AED. and donating it back to the 

Michelle Cranston, who Heart and Stroke 
is the Ontario Training Foundation. 


Cranston. responders who require a 

She is the only Heart and credentialed course. 

Stroke certified trainer in 
Fort Erie, and while the goal 
of5,000 people seems ambi¬ 
tious she’s confident that it 
is a number they can reach. _ 

Training for the public Twitter:@tribunemelissa 


PHOTO PROVIDED 

Fort Erie Times 

Owner of the Ontario Training Group in Fort Erie, is offering Heart and Stroke Certified CPR training as part of the 
Niagara regions Save a Life campaign. She is hoping to reach 5,000 people around Niagara before Sept. 21. 


Race season to host 37 races until Sept. 30 


From Page 1 

"I’m a hands-on kind of 
guy. I don’t have a lot of 
help, so me and my girl¬ 
friend have to do most of 
the work,” said Buttigieg, 
who was born in Toronto 
and was raised in 
Mississauga before set¬ 
tling in Fort Erie. 

He is different from 
other trainers in that he 
has a college education 
with a background in busi¬ 
ness and marketing. His 
product just happens to 
be horses. 

Collicutt’s father is a 
blacksmith. She grew up 


around horses and has 
been riding them since 
she was three years old. 

“We’ve been lucky the 
last couple of years and 
have done pretty good,” 
said Buttigieg. 

Elissa Blowe, manager 
of media, marketing and 
events at the track, said 
luck has nothing to do 

“He is actually our most 
successful trainer and we 
are quite proud of him,” 
said Blowe. “We follow 
him and he’s an excellent 
role model for other young 
trainers. His percentage of 
wins is constantly high. 


which attracts new own¬ 
ers. He keeps a clean shed 
and his horses look good. 
For handicappers, he’s a 
trainer that they would 
always be watching to 

Blowe said Buttigieg is 
too modest to let people 
know he claimed a nine- 
year-old horse last year at 
Woodbine called Catch 
the Luck that had a career 
earnings of close to 
$400,000. The horse was a 
cast-a-way and no one 
could really do anything 
with him, she said. 

“He turned that horse 
into a local star by win¬ 


ning the Puss n Boots race 
last year. That horse had 
four starts with two wins 
last year and that’s the 
horse to watch this year.” 

She noted Buttigieg has 
the ability to see the 
potential in a horse that 
other trainers might disre¬ 
gard. 

“That's a sharp trainer 
and if I had money to 
invest I would give it to 
Kevin,” said Blowe. “It’s 
like a stock. You give him 
some money, he invests it 
to try and give you a high 
rate of return. His win per¬ 
centage is so high that he 
does give you a high rate 


on return. It’s a good thing 
when a horse is able to 
cover his bills, it’s a better 
thing when he makes you 

Opening day at Fort Erie 
this year is May 27, with 
the return of the popular 
twilight 4:15 p.m. post 

Fort Erie will host 37 
race dates from May 27 
until Sept. 30. Racing takes 
place Sundays at 2 p.m. 
and Twilight Tuesdays 
running through to the 
end of August. Twilight 
Tuesdays will then switch 
to a 2 p.m. post for the 
remainder of the season. 


S DON’T MISS THE 

SUMMER 

BLOCKBUSTER! 





REVIEW 

FOR $ 3.83 PER WEEK* 


CINEPLEX 


GREAT ESCAPE CERTIFICATE! 

\L ADMISSIONS 
<R FOUNTAIN DRINKS 
<R POPCORN) 


DON'T DELAY - CALL NOW 


1.855.533.5594 o 


The Fort Erie Race Track 
is home to the Second 
Jewel in the Canadian 
Triple Crown. This year 
the Prince of Wales Stakes 
will run on July 29. 

“We are looking forward 
to another great season,” 
said Blowe. “We will have 
something different every 

The track’s event sched¬ 
ule includes the return of 
the Farmer’s Market, 
Breakfast Club, Circle the 
Course and the Tiki Bar 
Summer Concert Series. 

tony.ricciuto 

@sunmedia.ca. 
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Reid inducted to the Fort Erie Sports Wall of Fame 




have Doug professionally 
fit them with equipment 
and many weekends they 
would be lined out the 
door happy to wait for 
Doug to lace them up. 

As an elite athlete Doug 
also played a High level of 
Fastball, Track and Field. 
He was a member of the 
Fort Erie High School 
Championships Football 
of 1963 and had a tryout 
with the Hamilton Tiger 
Cats of the Canadian 
Football League.. 

He said sports have 
played an integral role in 
his life, and he learned 


life skills that he never 
could have learned inside 
the classroom. 

"I just had a lot of great 
mentors in all my coach¬ 
es in both football and 
hockey,” Doug said. 

“It’s just wonderful for 
kids, and the upbringing 
that you receive. You work 
with your coaches who 
become your mentors 
and you follow your men¬ 
tors as you go along.” 

sarah.ferguson@sun- 

media.ca 

Doug Reid, Special to 
the Fort Erie Times. 


Sarah Ferguson 

Fort Erie Times 


Lifelong Fort Erie resi¬ 
dent Doug Reid is well 
known in the sports com¬ 
munity. 

Doug’s father, A1 Reid, 
his brother, Tom Reid, 
and his daughter, 
Charmaine Reid, are 
among the inductees on 
the Fort Erie Sports Wall 
of Fame. 

This year, Doug 
becomes the next Reid to 
have his name placed on 
the wall. He has been 
nominated for his profes¬ 
sional hockey career, his 
lifetime contribution to 
sport in Fort Erie as a 
Kinsmen hockey coach 
throughout the 40 years 
of the Doug and Tom Reid 
Sports Centre. 

"I am really humbled 
and deeply appreciative 
of the Fort Erie Kinsmen 
and the Wall of Fame,” 
Doug said about being 
inducted into the wall of 

“I can’t say enough 
about what an 


PHOTO PROVIDED Fort Erie Times 
Doug Reid will be inducted to the Fort Erie Sports Wall of 
Fame this year for his lifetime contribution to sports in 


Ducks in the Eastern 
Hockey League. Doug 
also had tryouts with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins and 
Oakland Golden Seals in 
the National Hockey 

After he suffered a few 
knee injuries, Doug, with 
his brother Tom, decided 
to open the Doug and 
Tom Reid Sports Centre. 
In 1970, he began fitting 
kids and adults who 
played hockey for fun, 
and those with dreams of 
playing in the NHL. 

Doug laced up many 
girls and hoys over the 
years including NHL 
players Stan Drulia, Mike 
Lalor, Randy Burridge, 
Johnathan CheeChoo, 
Brandon and Jordon 
Nolan and Patrick Kane. 
Other patrons included 
Ed Chadwick, Pat 
Hannigan, Michael Peca, 
Sandy Hawley, Marcel 
Dionne, Bob Rich, 
Seamore Knox, Ted 
Nolan, Scotty Bowman, 
Kenvin O’Connell and 
many more. It would not 
be unusual to have cus¬ 
tomers drive 10 hours to 


honour it is.” 

Doug began 
his hockey 
career playing 
minor hockey, 
then Junior B 
hockey and 
intermediate 
hockey in Fort 
Erie. 

He went on to 
play with the St. 
Catharines 
Junior B 

Blackhawks in 
the Ontario 
Hockey 
Association in 
1964. 

Doug went on 
to play in the 
International 
Hockey League 
in 1965. He 
played with the 
Port Huron 
Flags, Toledo 
Blades, and the 
Buffalo Bisons. 
He also played 
for the Fort 
Wayne Komets 
and Long Island 


PERFORMANCE Your Local gg 

(t$*y 475 Central Avenue, Fort Erie, °N L2A 3T8 AUtO PfO DEALER 

HOW A FULL LINE TIRE DEALER 

INCLUDED IN ALL OUR PRICING MAINTENANCE SPECIAL 

✓ Mounting and Balancing 

✓ Valve Stem 


COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE 


REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES 


✓ Lube Oil & Filter 

✓ 30 Point Inspection 

✓ Tire Rotation 
{/ Cooling System 

Inspection 

*$ 26 95 

* On Most Vehicles 

✓ State of the art diagnostic equipment ✓ Master Certified Technicians 

✓ State of the art alignment equipment ✓ Comfortable Customer Waiting Area 

✓ Nitrogen Tire Service offering TV and Internet Cafe 

BSpfiH 


One year 20,000km parts and labour warranty 
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Students serve up soup 


IN Fort Erie Times 
Catholic Education Week was held last week. 

Part of educating students at Our Lady Victory Catholic 
Elementary School was by holding an event called 
Serving in Humility. Students were asked to bring in a 
vegetable so they could make a soup and donate it to 
the St. Michael's soup kitchen. 



Niagara EMS is an integral 
part of our community's health 
care system. 

As trained and dedicated 
professionals, paramedics, 
advanced emergency medical 
dispatchers, and support staff 
are ready to respond when the 
unexpected happens, by providing 
the highest quality of patient- 
focused pre-hospital care to the 
residents and visitors of Niagara. 

By the numbers: 

EMS covers 1,850 sq km spread 
across 12 municipalities 
Treat and transport over 46,000 
patients per year 


Advanced Emergency Medical 
Dispatchers manage around 80,000 
calls annually 

Paramedics perform over 130,000 
clinical procedures per year 
Ambulances travel over 2.4 million 
km annually 



EMS Week 

May 25-312014 

Our Family Caring for Yours! 

EMS Week is an opportunity to highlight the services performed by the 
professionals who deliver emergency medical services in our communities. 
During this upcoming week, residents are engaged and invited to participate 
in activities to learn more about Niagara Emergency Medical Services (EMS). 

We invite your family to get to know our family! 


DATE, TIME AND LOCATION 


I Station Open Monday, May 26, 5 - 7 p.m. 

House and BBQ 176 Wellington St., Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Tuesday, May 27, 5 - 7 p.m. 

139 Ontario St., St. Catharines 
Wednesday, May 28, 5 - 7 p.m. 

Pelham Station, 177 Hwy 20 West Rear Building, Pelham 


Meet your EMS 
professional 


Tuesday, May 27,10-11 a.m. (Circle Time) 

Ontario Early Years Centre, 25 YMCA Drive, St. Catharines 
*For children birth to six years of age only 


I Niagara Falls Thursday, May 29 

Illumination Illumination at 9 and 10 p.m. in orange, blue, red, and 

green to celebrate emergency services and military 


Meet and Greet 


Saturday, May 31, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Market Square, 91 King St., St. Catharines 


^0 ©NiagaraEMS #NEMSWeek2014 www.niagararegion.ca/ems Niagara40^ Regio 
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Demands outstrips 
cash resources for 
homeless services 


Rob Houle 

QMI Agency Niagara 

There just isn't enough 
money to feed the need. 

That was a message 
relayed Tuesday by Sarah 
Pennisi to Niagara Region’s 
public health and social ser¬ 
vices committee. 

The director of social 
assistance and employment 
opportunities was at com¬ 
mittee to submit a list of 
agencies staff have approved 
forfundingto deliver Region 
homeless services. 

"The demand for resourc¬ 
es far outstrips the funding 
that we have to allocate,” 
Pennisi told committee 
members. "We received pro¬ 
posals for $7.2 million annu¬ 
ally, we’ve got $4.2 million 
to allocate." 

The Region issued a 


request for proposals early 
this year for social agencies 
to deliver homeless services 
for the period of July 1 to 
Dec. 31, 2016. The Region 
was looking for agencies to 
provide outreach and pre¬ 
vention services, transition¬ 
al housing and emergency 
hostels. 

Pennisi said staff received 
39 proposals. 

“Because we were $3 mil¬ 
lion short of what agencies 
actually asked, we couldn’t 
fund all of the projects that 
were submitted,” Pennisi 
said. “So what we did was 
we looked at each of the 
project budgets that were 
proposed and we recom¬ 
mended an amount based 
on what the agencies are 
currently being funded for 
and what they currently 
deliver.” 

See Page 6 
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ee" will welcome you!! * Love 


“CAREFUL” 

• Understanding Philosophy 


WET BASEMENT? 

NEED TO BE RESCUED? 


’Free Estimates 
1 PERMA-SEAL® Crack Injections 
’PERMA-DRAIN™ 
Waterproofing Systems 
’PERMA-PUMP™ Installations 


PERMA DRY 



1-800-565-5325 PERMADRY.COM 
905-834-5800 Follow us at Facebook.com/permadry 
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TASTE 

TALKS!!! 


CREAMY COLESLAW 

SAVE M 00 ' 16 


SPICED OLIVE SALAD 


OPEN: Mon.-Thurs. 9am-6pm, 

Fri. & Sat. 8:30am-6pm, Sun. 9am-5pm 
www.primecutsdeliandmeats.com 


310 Garrison Road • Fort Erie 

Phone 


Thursday, May 22 nd to 
Wednesday, May 28 th 


■ 

GREAT FOR 

THE BBQ 

SEMI BONELESS 
BBQ MARINATED 
CHICKEN BREAST 

SAVE $l.ooLB ' 

$499/1b , 

PRIME CUTS 

CHEDDAR 
DAC0N ONION 
BURGERS 

1 SAVE $l.oo/L8 

| $499/1b 

FRESH 

MILD MEDIUM, 
HOT ITALIAN 
SAUSAGE 

SAVE $1, 00 /LB 

$099/1 b 

STORE FAMOUS 

CHICKEN SAUSAGE WITH 
SPINACH AND FETA 

CHEESE 

SAVE $1.5o/L6 

1 $449/lb 
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The Town of Fort Erie 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 * 

(905) 871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.lnrterie.on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM -610AM 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
MANAGER, ACCOUNTING SERVICES/DEPUTY 
TREASURER (COMPETITION NO. 14-2014) 

Reporting to the Director/Treasurer, you will oversee/maintain/ 
improve accounting systems and processes in compliance with 
PSAB, CICA and legislated standards. You will provide technical and 
professional advice to council, senior management and stakeholders 
and assist with the preparation of the annual Corporation budget and 
independent audit. Want to know more? Visit www.town.forterie. 
on.ca click on Town Hall, then Employment Opportunities. The 
Town of Fort Erie is an equal opportunity employer. Accommodation 
is available to candidates upon request. The deadline for receiving 
applications is NOON, Friday, May 23, 2014. 

2014 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

A NEW MPAC 
ENUMERATION INITIATIVE 

Voterlookup.ca replaces the 
traditional Municipal Enumeration 
Form mail-in system administered 
by the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation (MPAC). 

Are you recorded as an eligible 
electorforthe upcoming municipal 
election? 

Potential electors can visit 
voterlookup.ca to confirm and/or 
update their electoral information in a few easy steps. You can also 
change/update your school support for electoral purposes and add 
names to your property address. 

Confirming and updating this information will help to ensure the 
Voters’ List is accurate and up-to-date in preparation for municipal 
and school board elections occurring October 27 th , 2014. 

Find out ahead of time if you are an eligible elector and if your 
information is correct. Visit voterlookup.ca or call MPAC at 
1-866-296-6722. 


2014 MUNICIPAL AND 
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 

□N THE LIST TO 

VOTE? 



Not enough money 
to go around 



Fort Erie Times 

Regional Coun. Brian Baty said council needs to continue to press higher lev¬ 
els of government for more funding to address the growing homeless prob¬ 
lem in Niagara. 


From Page 5 

Of the 39 proposals, 
staff and a community 
advisory board recom¬ 
mend 10 do not 
received funding — six 
because there are insuf¬ 
ficient funds and four 
because they would not 
provide core homeless 
services. 

"In total, 29 projects 
will be delivered by 20 
different agencies,” 
Pennisi said. 

The biggest allotment 
of funding, should 
Region council agree 
with staff, is earmarked 
for the YWCA, which 
would receive almost 
$1.6 million to provide 
emergency hostels. The 
smallest allotment — 
$80,000 — is to the Boys 
and Girls Club to pro¬ 
vide supported transi¬ 
tional housing. 

Community Care of 
St. Catharines and 
Thorold fell well short 
of the dollars it request¬ 
ed for a couple of pro¬ 
gram it runs. The agen¬ 
cy requested $871,322 
butwill receive $703,650 
for prevention pro¬ 
grams, such as its drop- 


in, walk-in and connec¬ 
tions services centres, 
and for its Partners in 
Trusteeship program it 
asked for $318,159 but 
will receive $213,270. 
The Partners program 
sees Community Care 
act as trustee for people 
who have an inability to 
manage their finances. 
The agency will receive, 
for instance, someone’s 
Ontario Works cheque 
and pay the recipient’s 
bills. 

“We recognize that 

from the staff perspec¬ 
tive and how much 
money there was and 
how they allocated the 
money,” Community 
Care chief executive 
officer Betty-Lou Souter 
said. “There just wasn’t 
enough money to go 
around. 

“We need to do the 
best that we can with 
the money we have.” 

Community Care’s 
request for $245,831 for 
its Home at Last pro¬ 
gram was denied due 
to a lack of funding. 
That program would 
supply rent supple¬ 
ments for 20 units and 


support services to 
those living in the 

Pelham regional 
Coun. Brian Baty, a co¬ 
chair of the public 
health and social ser¬ 
vices committee, said 
council needs to keep 
pressing higher levels 
of government for more 
funding. 

“What we need to do 
is remember the short¬ 
fall,” Baty said. 
“Remember why we’re 
in this situation as we 
move forward, once 
again, to try and get 
equitable funding for 
Niagara. That’s the root 
cause of this problem. 
We know we don’t get a 
fair share compared to 
Windsor, compared to 
London, compared to 
Hamilton.” 

robert.houle@sun- 

mediaxa 

Twitter: RobH_ 

Standard 

Source of funding for 
homeless initiatives 

Provincial govern¬ 
ment — $2,546,655 

Niagara Region — 
$1,296,403 

Federal government 
— $411,470 
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letters to the editor 


Annual gala is a success 
Dear Editor, 

As someone who suffered 
serious burns and still 
bears the scars, I use this 
opportunity to appeal to 
the International Shriners 
to do away with circus 
fundraisers. Shrine 
Hospitals do some terrific 
work for burned children. 
But proceeds from the 
Shrine circus go towards 
the operational costs of the 
Shrine temple itself, not to 
help sick children. 

The Shriners do not oper¬ 
ate their own circus. 
Instead, Shrine temples 
either hire an existing cir¬ 
cus or put together a col¬ 
lection of animal exhibi¬ 
tors—most of which have 
deplorable records of ani¬ 
mal care. It’s hard to under¬ 
stand how an organization 
devoted to good works can 
still support bears jumping 
through hoops, tigers being 
whipped into submission, 
and broken elephants 
being forced to give rides. 
Elephants live in fear of 
being beaten with bull- 
hooks - heavy batons with 
a sharp, metal hook on the 
end. The learn to obey or 
pay the painful price. 

If the Shriners are to uphold 
any measure of ethical 
integrity, they must stop 
hiring animal circuses. 
Parents and grandparents 
who want to raise kind kids 
will explain to their little 
ones why they won’t be 
supporting animal cruelty. 


Jennifer O’Connor 
Fort Erie 

Canadian government 
needs strong 
leadership at home 

I am writing to you about 
the nearly 300 Nigerian 
school girls under the 
age of 18 years who were 
abducted from the Gov¬ 
ernment Girls Secondary 
School in Northeastern 
Nigeria by the terrorist 
group Boko Haram. 

Not only have they been 
kidnapped, but there are 
also reports that the girls 
may be forced into mar¬ 
riage or sold into the sex 
slavery. 

These are things that are 
happening far away. So, 
many of us will watch in 
horror as the story of these 
girls unfolds and think 
they and our country are 
helpless to do anything 
about this intolerable situ¬ 
ation. I’m writing you to 
say that we appreciate the 
offer of support you have 
given the Nigerian gov¬ 
ernment and ask you to 
continue to play a leading 
role internationally on this 

I also call on you to act on 
a similar issue much closer 
to home - the tragedy of 
the 1,200 missing or mur¬ 
dered aboriginal women 
over the last 30 years in 
Canada. While the Cana¬ 
dian disappearances have 
been a steady trickle over 
decades and not a cata¬ 
clysmic event over a few 
days, the pain and suffer¬ 


ing of the parents is no less 
real and just as unrelent¬ 
ing in its need for answers. 
In order for Canada to be 
a credible leader interna¬ 
tionally it must also show 
leadership at home. One 
of my proudest days as 
a Canadian was June 11, 
2008 when you stood up in 
Parliament and apologized 
for the residential school 
tragedies. Canada evolved 
that day, it matured as a 
nation. It is only through 
dealing with the sins of the 
past that we can build a 
good path for the future. I 
urge you to continue the 
work of reconciliation and 
attempt to bring closure 
for as many of these fami¬ 
lies as you can. 

Steve Woodman 
Executive Director 
Hudak’s plan makes no sense 

The federal government 
is already cutting back; 
consumers are overloaded 
with debt, and now Tim 
Hudak wants to slash On¬ 
tario government spend¬ 
ing and fire 100,000 civil 
servants. To whom exactly 
will Hudak’s imaginary 
entrepreneur-employers 
sell their products and ser¬ 
vices? Let’s hope Ontario 
is invaded by Martians 
with lots of Canadian cash, 
because that is the only 
way Tim Hudak’s plan 
could possibly make any 

Larry Kazdan 

Vancouver, B.C. 



Do You Remember? 


Our thanks to Nick 
Hengelmann, Robert 
Tripp, Dan Boone and 
Eddy Feiertag for identi¬ 
fying last week’s photo 
of the firefighters from 
Stevensville Company 


No. 5. They were left to 
right, Jim Moon, Ken 
Carver, Bradley 
Barnhardt and Mai 
Munroe. 

This week’s photo 
shows two men examin¬ 


ing what appears to be a 
stein. If you know either 
of them or why this 
photo appeared in the 
paper, please call the 
Museum at 905-894- 
5322 or e-mail us at 
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Spring is about growth, smells and even rain 


Ruth Void Markle 

A Special to The Times 

One of the best ways to 
enjoy spring seems to be on 
long walks or bike rides 
along our trails and beach¬ 
es. Life has perked up since 
the ice has moved down 
the river and in the later 
afternoon the warmth feels 
so pleasant. It seems every¬ 
thing is reaching out to 
embrace the sun, the buds 
fast opening on the trees, 
the spring bulbs quickly 
showing colour and all of 
us donning warm weather 
dolhes for a change. 

Growing up in Ottawa 
helped me to appreciate so 
much the change of season 
to the life giving warmth of 


spring. One day it was cold 
and dark and it seemed the 
next day the world around 
me had become all warm 
and fragrant... 

May to me is a month of 
scents, from the wanning of 
the earth, the scent after 
rain, even all the rain we 
have had the fragrance of 
lily of the valley and hya¬ 
cinth and even early lilac. 
All that calls us to the great 
outdoors to stretch and 
clean up our space. 

In clearing and cleaning 
out winter debris this year I 
discovered considerable 
damage to shrubs. I’ve had 
to do quite a lot of research 
to understand how to repair 
and when to prune and I 
have high hopes things can 


be healed. I was so very 
glad the roses survived and 
even some small perenni¬ 
als that looked lost a few 
days ago are in a better state 
now. Not only does the 
sunshine warm my bones 
but also the bones of my 
garden. We all seem to be 
rejuvenated! 

Now is my great tempta¬ 
tion to want instant colour 
everywhere and to spend 
the evenings when it is not 
pouring down rain planting 
and clearing. As the farm¬ 
ers used to say “time to get 
on the land.” 

Just for fun and experi¬ 
ment the last two years I 
have followed an old weath¬ 
er wisdom: The three chilly 
saints. 


St. Mamertus, St. Pancras 
and St Gervais do not pass 
without a frost” These 
would be May 11, May 12, 
May 13 feast days and it 
would seem once these are 
past the danger of frost also 
is past Each year I note 
that often the cooler or 
chillier weather moves on 
when these days are gone. 
Older wisdom that is shared 
along the way is most help¬ 
ful when growing plants. 

My grandmother shared 
her wisdom on growing 
when she counselled me to 
use even small spaces to 
grow. She had a small space 
but so enjoyed fresh flowers 
and vegetables, always 
making use of the space she 
had. And of course her 


method of slug and bug 
control was the dishwater 
thrown on the plants when 
the dishes were done! 
Effective recycling! 

As you plant herbs, veg¬ 
etables and annuals and 
perennials this spring you 
can easily recycle those cell 
packs, small pots, larger 
pots and trays at the Fort 
Erie Secondary School 
Greenhouse. There is 
always a need for these 
items in the greenhouse 
program, and any and all 
contributions would be 
welcomed. 

I hope you have opportu¬ 
nity to enjoy this weekend 
and all the outside activities 
that are available. Even 
with boots in the mud and 


tools caked with wet soil to 
be out on the land is pure 
pleasure. 

I hope to be helping a 
friend as we split and share 
along the way our garden 
treasures of day Lillies and 
other perennials. Just 
another way we gardeners 
help each other to keep 
growing! 

See you at the Fort Erie 
Plant Sale on May 24 at the 
Fort Erie Secondary High 
School Greenhouse behind 
the school.. Sale begins at 8 
am and will continue until 
12 noon when it will finish 
with a flourish in draws for 
prizes. Should be a stellar 
moming...come join us 

Until next week, keep 
growing 


Drawing of a groundhog 


Groundhog 
burrows 
important shel¬ 
ter resources for the 
red fox, opossum, 
raccoon and skunk 

We read this statement: 

“Groundhogs are the 
major hole-digging mam¬ 
mal of Eastern North 
America.” 

That’s our territory. Here is 
some research. The average 
groundhog excavates 700 
pounds of dirt digging one 
den! A single groundhog 
may have four or five dens 
scattered across its territory. 
It moves in and out of them 
as crops and weather chang- 

Note: The groundhogs on 
the Marcy sand hills are rela¬ 
tively few. In all he years I 
have walked the Marcy 
Woods trails I have seen few 
groundhogs but they are 
there and their burrows do 
exist 

Groundhog burrows are 
important shelter resources 
for the red fox, opossum, 
raccoon and skunk. Most of 
whom do not dig their own 
burrows but simply occupy 
one of those of the ground- 



Earl Plato 


hogs. I have seen many 
groundhogs and their bur¬ 
rows here and in the states 
on our travels. Drainage is 
important to this animal. 
Dens are never dug in damp, 
swampy areas. Look for 
groundhog burrows on the 
hilly sides of highways. Main 
entrances are fairly easy to 
spot as themoundof exposed 
dirt at the entrance will be 
packed down. At Matey's 
you will see burrows with a 
dump of unpacked earth at 
the entrance. That's an 
escape one, unoccupied at 
the time. 

Groundhogs are naturally 
solitary creatures except dur¬ 
ing breeding season. They 
are vegetarians eating leaves, 
flowers and soft stems of 
various grasses and field 
crops such as clover and 
alfalfa. Certain crops like 
peas, beans and carrots are 
favourites. Believe it or not 
they occasionally climb 


trees! They go after apples 
and pears. American cousin, 
the late Willy Stein, was a 
crack shot He witnessed 
what groundhogs can do to 
his large garden and orchard. 
No groundhogs around for 
Wily. What do local farmers 
in Niagara do to control 
groundhogs? 

How much can a ground¬ 
hog weigh?They have short, 
solid bodies, We are told by 
Fall they may weigh 8 to 10 
lbs. 

Hunters of groundhogs tell 
me that when cornered they 
may chatter, bark, squeal 
and, yes, whistle. 

Note: An old Ojibway cook 
book has a recipe for succu¬ 
lent groundhog! Anyone 
interested? 

Writer’s note: The Ruffous- 
sided Towhee is alive and 
well. Phone calls to me con¬ 
firmed sightings in Thunder 
bay along the Friendship 
Trail, Crescent Park, the 
Niagara Boulevard and 
Shirley Road. The latter call¬ 
ers reported a male and 
female and a nesting. Great! 
The Towhees are here to 


EARL PLATO 

Special to The Times 
Groundhogs are solitary 
creatures. 



Blake at kjamieson8@hot- 
mail.com or call 905-871- 
2738 

For more information visit 
online atwww.b-bandz. 


Niagara Envirothon, fea¬ 
tured in the Fort Erie 
Times, May 1. 

The article misidentified 
the school as Ridgeway 
Crystal Beach High School, 
instead of Fort Erie 
Secondary School. 

The Times apologizes for 
any inconvenience this 
may have caused to our 


Corrections 


Tickets for the Rob Parker 
Memorial Dog Guide Dinner 
Dance Fundraiser on 
Saturday, May 24 at the Fort 


information call 
Dianne at 905-871-6896 or 
visit online at www.dogguid- 
edinnerdance.weebly.com. 
In correct information 
appeared in the May 8 edi¬ 
tion of the Fort Erie Hmes. 
To purchase BBandz e-mail 
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SHI " 



OF THE SHOPPE S AT CRESCENT CORNERS 
1238 Dominion Rd, Fort Erie 


THINK GREEN 
ELECTRIC SCOOTERS 


Sales & Service 


g* 

**$£995.00 

r Sa ' e =cl« 395 -“° —^ 


• 25 Scooters in stock! 

• No Tax + Free Helmet with purchase 


1238 Dominion Road, Fort Erie • 289-320-8933 
thinkgreenelectricscooters.ca 



RONA 

LANGDON HARDWARE 
1238 Dominion Hoad, Fort Erie 

289 . 320.8250 


Saturday 8am - 5pm • Sunday 9am - 3pm 


MANY INSTORE SPECIALS AND 
VISIT OUR BATHROOM SHOWROOM! 

Multi Position C Scott’s Lawn i 

Lounger Chair Fertilizer 


SAVE 

35% 



SALE 

$ 39 °° 

REG $59" 


300-3 

SAVE 

24% 




SALE 

$ 12 " 

REG $16" 


De Dyzcount 


Store 


10% OFF PURCHASES OVER $20 
CLOTHES FROM $2 
SHOES FROM $2 - $10 


inc. 


1238 DOMINION RD. 289-271-2779 

9am - 5pm Monday - Saturday 
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Students hit the Big Apple 


PHOTO PROVIDED Fort Erie Times 
On May 1,44 students and four teacher chaperones from 
Ridgeway Crystal Beach High School took their annual 
senior trip to New York City. Students spent four days 
exploring the Big Apple including such sites as: Top of 
the Rock, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, the MET, Times 
Square and the Broadway play Chicago. 




DID YOU KNOW THE NDP SUPPORTED 

070/ OF THE MCGUINTY/WYNNE 
27/ /O LIBERAL LEGISLATION? 


REMOVED THE SLOTS FROM FORT ERIE 
RACE TRACK. 


THEY SUPPORTED HYDRO DEALS THAT 
KEEP COSTING YOU MORE MONEY. 


SUPPORTED PLAN FOR 29 NEW ONTARIO 
CASINOS. THIS WILL COST NIAGARA JOBS. 


THIS YEAR ONTARIO'S DEFICIT WILL BE LARGER 
THAN ALL OF THE OTHER PROVINCES AND THE 
FEDS COMBINED - AND ONTARIO'S DEBT HAS 
MORE THAN DOUBLED IN THE LAST 10 YEARS. 


On June 12th vote to bring back responsible government. 


VOTE BART MAVES 


Let's get Ontario back on track. 


ontarioVpc 


Phone: 905-354-7090 Web: www.bartmaves.ca 
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Fort Erie shows sense of community pride 



45 Clarence St. W. Port Colborne • www.whitesinsurance.ca 
Auto • Home • Business • Marine • Life • Bonds 


» T whites' 


FRIDAY! 


Talisman 


When approaching 
Keyvani with their concerns, 
he recognized the impor¬ 
tance of paying tribute to 
these dedicated people and 
offered to have his students 
host the dinner, Brown says. 

Nigh’s Sweet Shop of 
Stevensville sponsored the 
event and covered the cost 
of the meals for all the vol¬ 
unteers who attended. Local 
businesses and people in 
the community donated 
door prizes for the event 
highlighting how important 
volunteers are to everyone 
in town. 

The event also holds a 
food drive for COPE and 
usually raises more than 500 
donated food items for fam¬ 
ilies in need. 

Some volunteers that 
were recognized this year 
were: John Comey (over 15 
years of service); Angie 
Gavin, Helen Conners (lo 
years of service); Lisa Glover, 


say thank Sandy Pederson (Five years teers she noted, "Every vol- have made 

of service). unteer action makes a dif- our organization and 

As Brown addressed the ference for others. You all community.” 


The Whites’ Claims Advantage 
Offers Valet Claims Service 

PICK your T 


Sandy White 


• Wednesday is Open MIC Night and Wing Night 
• Thursday Ladies & Gents Night 
with $5.50 Martinis and $9.95 Mussels and Gourmet 
Pizza. Also Discount Readings with Carolina from 
Haven Global 

• Friday is Date Night with 2 can Dine for $49.95 
also Fish Fry Friday and Entertainment by Gaitorbait 
** FREE BALLROOM DANCING LESSONS 


• Saturday is Steak Night and Meat Loaf Dinner 
with entertainment 


• Sunday Caesar Cocktails and Steak Sub for $ 15 
Elton Lammie at 6pm 


CfianM^ r 

Cafe Etc... 


Wed. to Sun. open at 4:00 p.m. 

3878 Erie Rd., Crystal Beach 

905-894-9996 

www.thecrystalchandelier.com 


ANNIE PASQUARIELL0 r 

A Special to The Fort Erie Times 
Culinary students and Community 
Living board members with food 
items donated for COPE at last 
Wednesday's volunteer appreciation 
dinner. From left, Dalton Bird, 

Maureen Brown, Shelby Leesley, Pam 
Coulthurst, Katrina Waters, Irina 
Fedchenko, Katherine Davies, Afshin 
Keyvani. 


$3.00 OFF 


1 1/2 RACK RIB DINNER 

i VALID ONLY FRIDAY JUNE 11 -12 NOON to 5PNI 


Annie Pasquariello 

A Special to The Times 

The strong sense of com¬ 
munity in Fort Erie is evi¬ 
dent with many different 
partnerships happening 
within it. 

Last Wednesday show¬ 
cased one partnership in 
particular between students 
from the Pomegranate 
Restaurant at Fort Erie 
Secondary School and 
Community Living Fort Erie. 
The students hosted a vol¬ 
unteer appreciation dinner 
to recognize volunteers and 
their contributions in the 
community. 

Through the development 
of a Service Learning 
Partnership Initiative, vol¬ 
unteers are being recog¬ 
nized, students are learning, 
and the value of partner¬ 
ships is being promoted. 

Pam Coulthurst, 

Community Living board 


president says, “Building 
partnerships is just one of 
the ways Fort Erie has a 
strong sense of communi¬ 
ty” 

Not only were volunteers 
recognized for their hard 
work, but students also 
learned about giving back. 

Culinary teacher, Afshin 
Keyvani says the event is a 
chance to bring everyone 
together and help students 
learn about being a part of 
helping the community. 

“We cook for and honour 
the volunteers to show we 
appreciate them and are 
very proud of the partner¬ 
ship," he says. 

Maureen Brown, execu¬ 
tive director at Community 
Living says it is difficult to 
show how appreciated the 
volunteers are due to the 
many cutbacks the agency 
has received and have had 
to prioritize budget needs. 

“Volunteers donate their 
time, not for recognition but 
for the joy of giving to others 
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Facts you may, or may not know about War of 1812 


RETRACTION: In last 
week’s article, fact #6, the 
American casualties due to 
disease and amputation, 
numbered 3,400, not 
60,000. 

1. It is widely believed 
that General Brock and 
Tecumseh were comrades 
for a good portion of the 
war. In reality, General 
Brock meets and fights with 
Tecumseh only once during 
the War of 1812, at the Batde 
of Detroit. Brock leaves for 
Niagara, whereas Tecumseh 
stays on the western fron¬ 
tier, and dies on October 6, 
1813, at the Battle of the 
Thames. To this day, it is a 
mystery where he is buried. 

2. Forts and strongholds 
along Lake Ontario includ¬ 
ed: Burlington Heights, Fort 
York, Fort George, Fort 
Mississauga(Niagara-On- 
the-Lake), Fort Niagara, 
Fort Oshwego, and Sackets 
Harbour. 

3. The Unknown Fort on 
the Niagara Frontier: Fort 
Chippewa. It was situated 
on the north side of the 
Chippewa Creek( Welland 
River), just west of the King’s 


Bridge at the mouth of the 
river, near the falls. The fort 
was constructed in a rectan¬ 
gular form, with a wooden 
palisade, a storehouse, offi¬ 
cer’s quarters, soldiers’ bar¬ 
racks, a blockhouse, and 
was surrounded by earth- 

4. Fort Niagara was built 
by the French in 1682, taken 
by the British during the 
French and Indian 
War(Seven Years War), in 
1759, surrendered to the 
Americans after the 
American Revolution in 
1796,due to the Treaty of 
Paris. 

The stronghold was easily 
recaptured by the British 
December 19,1813. 

5. Fort Erie was built in 
1764, just shortly after the 
French and Indian War and 
Pontiac’s Uprising. The fort 
was built to protect the 
British interests on the 
Niagara Frontier. During the 
War of 1812 it was occupied 
by British and American 
forces. 

At the end of the war, it 
was abandoned by both 
sides, and laid in ruins for 
many years. It was restored 
and re-opened to the public 
on Canada Day(Julyl, 


5-DAY SPRING FORECAST 


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRI 

164& 20 0 A -Sf 37 ^ 9 


.During the Battle of scorched. To cover up the now this building on dally known as, the White 
Bladensburg, Maryland, a bums, it was painted white; Pennsylvania Avenue is offi- House, 
young civilian 
lawyer by the H 

name of Francis 
Scott Key, wrote a 
poem while wit¬ 
nessing the fight. 

Just shortly after 
the war, he heard 
a song composed 
by John Stafford 
Smith that caught 
his attention, and 
proceeded to put 
his words to the 
music. This com¬ 
bination of efforts 
resulted in the 
creation of the 
renowned “Star 
Spangled Banner” 

7.August 24, 

1814 saw the 
burning of 
Washington, the 
capitol of the 
United States by 
British troops in 
retaliation for the 
burning of 
Newark(Niagara- 
on-the-Lake)on 
December 10, 

1813. The 

American State 
Building was 
slightly damaged, 
but severely 


Fort Erie SPCA 

Thank you 

To all who have made our Johnny Cash 
Variety Show a success 


/ Mary Reinhart 
/ Jim & Pam Yorfido and an 
unbelievable cast of Entertainers 
/TheTown of Fort Erie 
/ Rosehill Auction 
/ Rich Products 
/ Karen Audet and 
The Fort Erie Chamber 


/ Safari Niagara 
/The Clarion 
/ Americana 
/The Run Around 
/ Eric & Krista Martin 
/ Dave McMahon 
/Wal Mart 


THE FORECAST CALLS FOR 

SUBARU 



2014 IMPREZA 2.0/ 


21 , 9211 ,™?“ 


2014 OUTBACK 2.5/ 


30,4761 32*3 


subaru r 4^9iiB 

.NIAGARA vmjj&mm 

— looking after what matters — 

905 934 -7929 | 375 Lake St | St. Catharines | subaruofniagara.ca 
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ONTARIO GOVERNMENT NOTICE 
NOTICE OF TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY REPORT 
SUBMISSION 

QEW Bridge Replacements at Black Creek 
Class Environmental Assessment and Preliminary Design Study 
(G.W.P. 2177-08-00) 


THE STUDY 



THE PROCESS 


This study followed the approved planning process for Group ‘B’ projects under the MTO Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for Provincial 
Transportation Facilities (2000). A Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) has been prepared to document the transportation problems 
and opportunities, the generation, assessment and evaluation of alternatives, the Recommended Plan, a summary of potential environmental 
issues and mitigation measures and a summary of consultation undertaken throughout the study. The TESR is available for public review from 
Thursday, May 22, 2014 to Friday, June 20, 2014 at the following locations: 


Ontario Ministry of Transportation 

Central Region 

Planning and Environmental Office 
1201 Wilson Avenue, Building D, 3rd Floor 
Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 


Ministry of the Environment 

West Central Region 
Ellen Fairdough Building 
119 King Street West, 12th Floor 
Hamilton, ON L8P4Y7 


Ministry of the Environment 

Niagara District Office 
9th Floor, Suite 15 
301 St. Paul Street East 
St. Catharines, ON L2R 7R4 


Regional Municipality of Niagara 

2201 St. David's Road 
Thorold, ON L2V4T7 


Town of Fort Erie 

1 Municipal Centre Drive 
Fort Erie, ON L2A2S6 


Fort Erie Public Library 

Stevensville Branch 
2508 Stevensville Road, RR2 
Stevensville, ON LOS ISO 


Interested persons are encouraged to review this document and provide written comments to MTO and URS during the TESR review period. If, 
after consulting with Ministry staff and the project consultant, you have serious unresolved concerns, you have the right to request the Minister of 
the Environment (77 Wellesley Street West, Ferguson Block, 11th Floor, Toronto, ON M7A 2T5) in writing to make a Part II Order for this project. 
A Part II Order may lead to the preparation of an Individual Environmental Assessment. The Minister of the Environment must receive your Part 
II Order request by Friday, June 20, 2014. A copy of the request must be forwarded to MTO and URS at the addresses below. If there are no 
outstanding concerns at the end of the TESR review period, the project will be considered to have met the requirements of the Class EA. 
COMMENTS 


To provide comments or if you have any qu 
Makael Kakakhel, P.Eng. 

Senior Project Engineer 

Planning and Design - Hamilton/Niagara 

Ministry of Transportation, Central Region 

1201 Wilson Avenue, Building D, 4th Floor 

Downsview, ON M3M 1J8 

tel: 416-235-4341 

fax: 416-235-3576 

e-mail: makael.kakakhel@ontario.ca 


: or require further information, please contact: 
Tim Sorochinsky, P.Eng. 

Consultant Senior Project Manager 
URS Canada Inc. 

30 Leek Crescent, 4th Floor 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 4N4 
tel: 905-882-3522 
fax: 905-882-4399 
e-mail: tim.sorochinsky@urs.com 


Tyler Drygas 

Consultant Senior Environmental Planner 
URS Canada Inc. 

30 Leek Crescent, 4th Floor 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B4N4 
tel: 905-747-1758 
fax: 905-882-4399 
e-mail: tyler.drygas@urs.com 


Comments are being collected to assist MTO in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. Information collected will be 
used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will 
become part of the public record. 




NRP credit 
Grimsby 
couple in 
lake rescue 

Don Fraser 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Marlene Hart had an instinct some¬ 
thing would go wrong — and it likely 
saved a teen’s life. 

Last Sunday afternoon, Marlene and 
her husband Don Hart were outside 
doing chores at their Grimsby shore¬ 
line home. 

That’s when Marlene noticed a 
young boater offshore. The couple was 
troubled by the boat’s size and that it 
wasn’t handling the waves. 

“I just knew something was going to 
happen,” said Marlene, 58. “I had an 
eerie feeling, ‘this doesn’t look good, I 
really don’t like this.’ 

“It was a man-made boat and he 
didn’t have a life-jacket on." 

Their swift reaction set in motion 
events that saved the youth from 
almost-certain death. 

NRP Sgt. Les Vuyk said a male, 17, 
built a small one-seat watercraft using 
plans from the Internet. 

He then set out for a paddle, without 
wearing a preserver or personal floata¬ 
tion device, with his brother on shore. 

According to an NRP release, the 
boat was caught in a current. It began 
drifting east into the lake in rough 

The couple say the youth later told 
them there was a hole in the bottom of 
his craft and it was sinking. That likely 
prompted him to bail out and try to 

The young boater was noticed by the 
Cheval Dr. couple when he was about 
500 metres into Lake Ontario. 

“All I could hear was ‘help, help,’” I 
lifted my head and he was in the water,” 
said Marlene. She then called 911, hur¬ 
riedly asked for assistance and gave 
responders the address. 

Wearing only swimming trunks and 
a red shirt, the youth started to swim 
ashore, but the current was too strong. 

Marlene’s husband paddled out to 
the youth in his kayak. His wife was 
also in the water with an extra life 
jacket, "ft was a two-partner effort," 
said Marlene. 

“Your adrenaline kicks in,” added 
her husband. “Someone’s in trouble 
and you just help.” 

Don reached the teen first in his 
kayak, gave him the jacket and a rope 
— the teen hung onto the back of the 

“My husband and I told the young 
man, ‘get on your back, keep your feet 
up and float ... keep breathing and 
float,’” said Marlene. 

On shore, the youth was treated by 
paramedics, and taken to the West 
Lincoln Memorial Hospital in Grimsby 
to be treated for exposure. 
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THE BIG RED TAG SALE 
IS ALMOST OVER. 



jr local Dealer may charge additional fees of up to $1,103. Charges m 


*AII-in price of a new 2014 Corolla S Manual (Model BURSEMB)/2014 Camry XLE V6 (Model BF1FXTB)/2014 RAV4 AWD LTD (Model DFREVTA) is $22,369/$35,379/$35,034. All-in price 
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NDP’s Horwath expensed muffins to taxpayers 



QMI Agency Niagara 

NDP Leader Aundrea Horwath 


Antonella Artuso 

QMI Agency 

NDP Leader Andrea 
Horwath may not like public 
sector CEOs expensing muf¬ 
fins to the taxpayer, but she’s 
not above doing it herself. 

According to Freedom of 
Information documents 
obtained by the Ontario 
Liberals, the socialist leader 
and her assistant have 
charged taxpayers for muf¬ 
fins, bagels, Tim Hortons 
lunch combos and even a 
25-cent Oshawa parking 
tab. 

In the period from January 
2011 to December 2013, 
Horwath and two assistants 
made well over 100 food 
claims as she travelled the 
province. 

The chits handed to tax¬ 
payers show they ate well 
with more than 60 receipts 
for seafood — calamari, 
mussels, perch, pickerel, 
salmon, shrimp, trout, sea 
scallops and lobster bisque, 
the documents show. 


Horwath has built her 
entire election campaign 
around the concern that 
average families are strug¬ 
gling to make ends meet and 
can’t afford to pay more in 
taxes, hydro bills, tolls and 
fees. 

She has repeatedly lashed 
out at public sector fat cats 
who expensed small items 
like a muffin while collect¬ 
ing six-figure salaries. 

Horwath has targeted the 
heads of major public agen¬ 
cies — demanding a hard 
cap on their salaries — after 
revelations that well com¬ 
pensated CEOs and consul¬ 
tants were not above nickel 
and diming the taxpayer for 
a tea or coffee, something 
most regular folks pay out of 
their own pockets. 

“We've seen the same 
kind of scandals with 
eHealth, the exact same 
kind of scandal with the 
Omge air ambulance, where 
these folks at the very top 
are expensing not only 
things like coffee and tea 


and muffins, but trips all 
over the world,” NDP Leader 
Andrea Horwath is quoted 
as saying in a published 
report last September. 

Just a few days before she 
made the statement, 
Horwath and her assistant 
expensed a tea and coffee in 
Windsor, the documents 
revealed. 

As leader of Ontario's 
third-place party, Horwath 
is paid $158,158 a year, well 
below the take home of 
some of the people she has 
criticized — but still three 
times more than the provin¬ 
cial average salary. 

During a May 2 announce¬ 
ment where the politician 
made it clear she would vote 
against the Liberal's spring 
budget, Horwath said her 
leadership has always been 
about real lives, real prob¬ 
lems and real people. 

“I know that when you 
send your hard-earned tax 
dollars to Queen’s Park, you 
expect to see results,” 
Horwath said. “You don’t 


expect to see your tax dol¬ 
lars wasted ... In the real 
world, you’re adding up 
every bill at the kitchen table 
to see if you can squeeze out 
some savings.” 

Horwath posts her 
expenses online at the 
Ontario New Democratic 
Caucus website at http:// 
ondpcaucus.com/en/ 
andrea-horwath/leaders- 
expenses/. 

The expenses are broken 
down as meals, flights, car 
rentals and other, but the 
FOI documents show the 
actual receipts. 

There are no bills for alco¬ 
hol and Horwath demon¬ 
strated a preference for fam¬ 
ily-style restaurants, includ¬ 
ing Kelsey's in Sudbury, 
Casey’s in Timmins, Gilli’s 
Truck Stop and Family 
Restaurant in New Liskeard, 
Taal Fine Indian Cuisine in 
Brantford and Tim Hortons 
outlets across the province. 

When asked about the 
expenses, including charg¬ 


ing taxpayers for seafood 
meals and Tim Hortons teas, 
NDP spokesperson Alex 
Callahan defended the 
actions. 

"Andrea Horwath spends 
a lot of time on the road 


travelling the province and 
meeting Ontarians,” 
Callahan said. "All of her 
expenses are submitted to 
Ontario’s integrity commis¬ 
sioner, and are reviewed and 
approved by that office.” 



FOOD FUN MUSIC FESTIVAL 


FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

MAY 30 MAY 31 JUNE 1 II 

Spfingliclous 

Wi QUEEN STREET DOWNTOWN ^ NIAGARA FALLS 

SPRINGLICIOUS.CA 
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L Sa f RKVIEW S 

• ■■ W $$ TAPS STAGE: # GODDO, THE KINGS, CONEY HATCH + MORE 










Thursday, May 22,2014 • Fort Erie Times 17 


Will GO train be the saviour for Niagara? 


Ray Spiteri 

QMI Agency Niagara 

It has been described by 
supporters as a need, not a 

A cure for a dour econo- 

A magic pill to reduce traf¬ 
fic. 

A surefire bet to encour¬ 
age investment. 

“I put GO train up there 
with oxygen for the Niagara 
region,” says Niagara Falls 
Mayor Jim Diodati. 

“I think it's our No. 1 big¬ 
gest benefit for the most 
amount of people. 

"It’s an absolute must." 

The push to bring regular 
GO service to one of the 
highest unemployment 
areas in Canada has brought 
area politicians, post-sec¬ 
ondary institutions and 
business leaders together. 

Once thought of as an 
impossibility in a typically 
parochial region, they are, 
in unison, calling on the 
provincial government to 
make it happen. 

All 12 Niagara mayors 
have agreed to make it their 
No. 1 ask of Queen’s Park 
representatives. 

It has taken years to get to 
this point. 

Studies, meetings and 
trial runs have all been 

A summer service has 
been introduced. 

But having a year-round 
GO line will act as an 
“umbilical chord” into the 
GTA and "electrify” the area, 
says Diodati. 

To start with, proponents 
are asking for two trains in 
the morning and two more 


in the evening. 

The challenges 

Historically, one chal¬ 
lenge was the Welland 

Supporters were told a 
$750-million bridge or tun¬ 
nel would be needed, says 
Diodati. 

“We brought in the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and 
Metrolinx, at the same time, 
right here in city hall," he 

“We went through and ran 
a ghost train, which was a 
virtual train a couple of 
summers ago, to see the 
challenges and how we 
would deal with them. 

“By simply scheduling, we 
were able to avoid needing a 
bridge or a tunnel. The idea 
that we need a bridge or a 
tunnel is an absolute fallacy. 
It’s an excuse — a distrac¬ 
tion, a Red Herring." 

Metrolinx is a provincial 
agency that manages and 
integrates road transport 
and public transportation in 
the Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton areas. 

He says at one time, ships 
had priority over trains 
because they were con¬ 
trolled by the winds. Today, 
they’re more accurately 
controlled by diesel 
engines. 

Another challenge, sup¬ 
porters have been told, are 
the tracks. Acquiring them 
from CN, which hauls 
freight, could cost hundreds 
of millions, if not billions, of 
dollars. 

Once again, says Diodati, 
the issue can be dealt with 
by proper scheduling. 

“There’s reciprocal agree¬ 
ments all throughout North 
America. To say that’s a rea¬ 



ls Niagara on the GO track? GO transit has been described e 


Fort Erie Times 
a need in Niagara, not a 


son why we can't (get regu¬ 
lar GO trains) is an absolute 
bunk. It’s just an excuse — 
an excuse for laziness.” 

Diodati says he under¬ 
stands there needs to be 
some infrastructure 
upgrades, but not enough to 
quash the initiative. 

“The stations are there. 
The tracks are there. The 
right of ways are secured. 
We need some parallel 
tracks and some track 
upgrades — some signal 
equipment. Let’s do it.” 

The real turning point for 
getting GO into the public 
spotlight was when every 
Niagara community backed 
the idea, says Niagara Region 
Chairman Gary Burroughs. 

“Up until this point, we’ve 
always been on our own. 
There’s been five munici¬ 
palities going to see 
Metrolinx and GO and they 
realized that there was no 
rush, there was no organiza¬ 
tion," he says. 

“We weren’t co-ordinated, 
but we’ve got over that. The 
residents and the politicians 
have made that happen. 
Now we can move forward 
on debunking some of the 
(challenges), going over 
other issues, going over our 
responsibilities.” 

Burroughs says there were 
several challenges facing 
GO coming to Niagara and 
some of those still exist. 

“I was at a meeting just 
last week where the 


Metrolinx map, itself, ends 
in Burlington. It doesn't 
even recognize Niagara. 
We’ve come a long way. 
We’ve said that the canal is a 
non-issue. We don’t need a 
tunnel. We don’t need the 
second station in St. 
Catharines. We don't need 
all that money at one time. 
We can operate now, with 
that commuter service, on 


the single track that we have. 
Do we have to go forward 
and duplicate the 10 miles 
of track, absolutely we do, 
but not now.” 

Burroughs says right now, 
having two trains in the 
morning and two more at 
night would suffice. He says 
Niagara is “not there yet, but 
we’re very close to needing” 
all-day GO train service. 


The politics 

Metrolinx spokesman 
Malon Edwards says an 
environmental project 
report has been completed 
that assessed the potential 
expansion of train service to 
Niagara, including various 
station locations. 


See Page 19 




COMPARE & SWITCH 

Youngs Low Cost Term Life Insurance VS Mortgage Insurance 


Monthly cost of $200,000 coverage for 

a Female Non-Smoker 

Age 

Youngs 

TD 

Scotia 

RBC 

35 

$12.33 

$28.00 

$26.00 

$26.00 

45 

$19.76 

$60.00 

$58.00 

$58.00 

Monthly cost of $200,000 coverage for a Male Non-Smoker 

Age 

Youngs 

TD 

Scotia 

RBC 

35 

$15.57 

$28.00 

$26.00 

$26.00 

45 

$26.76 

$60.00 

$58.00 

$58.00 


:es may be higher if applicant has a pre-exisiti 


■OUNOS Average 54% Savings! 

(905)871-6201 


INSURANCE BROKERS INC. 
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THE SMART WAY TO GET MORE FOR LESS. 

GET UP TO NOW AVAILABLE 

* 10.350 + 0 % 

IN TOTAL DISCOUNTS* FOR^M^NTHS 


*19.99511 
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Niagara’s challenge - balance GO buses, trains 


From Page 17 

The report concluded an 
extension of GO train ser¬ 
vice to Niagara could be 
possible along the CN corri¬ 
dor, and presented various 
options for implementation 
that could involve regular 
train service to Hamilton/ 
Stoney Creek, Grimsby, St. 
Catharines or Niagara Falls. 

“These options would 
involve different configura¬ 
tions of stations and train 
layover facilities,” says 
Edwards in an email state- 

“The latter option, with 
extended regular service to 
Niagara Falls, would require 
either a new tunnel or bridge 
at the Welland Canal.” 

Metrolinx is currendy 
moving forward with an 
extension to Hamilton's 
James St. North station. 

"We do offer frequent bus 
service between Niagara 
Falls and Burlington GO sta¬ 
tion that connects with the 
existing Lakeshore west 
train line and we hope that 
this service will help grow 

r ridership over time,” 


n extension of regular 
rail service to Niagara region 
is contingent on a number 
of factors, including a devel¬ 
oped market that would 
provide an adequate level of 
ridership to support train 
service, and the availability 
of capital and operating 
funding. 

“At this time, we do not 
expect to implement a 
Niagara expansion in the 


The governing Liberals 
say there is potential, in the 
long term, to expand regular 
GO train service to the 

Transportation 
Minister Glen 
Murray says the 
government is 
improving public 
transit across 
Ontario, in sec- 

“The challenge 
we have is from 
about 1970 up 
until about 2005, 
we had very little 
invested in high¬ 
ways and very lit¬ 
tle invested in 
transit relative to 
the population 
growth. 

“The last five 


years of the last Conservative 
government... there was not 
a single penny invested in 
GO service at a time when 
there was a lot of growth.” 

He says the Liberal gov¬ 
ernment has been buying 
rail tracks and since 2004, 
has spent almost $8 billion 
to improve GO service — a 
lot in the GTA. 

The government is now 
focused on Hamilton, where 
a second GO station is being 
built and, within the next 
few years, will benefit from 
15-minute service with elec¬ 
tric units, as opposed to die- 

“Niagara would be in that 
sequence right after 
Hamilton. Getting to 
Aldershot is not a problem. 
We own all the tracks there. 
It will get electrified GO ser¬ 
vice every 15 minutes within 
two years." 

He says there are real, but 
not insurmountable, chal¬ 
lenges with the track from 
Aldershot to Hamilton and 
Niagara. The lines are "very 
cramped, we don’t own it all 
and there’s a number of 
issues around capacity. 

"That will be solved with¬ 
in the next two or three years 
probably ... We expect that 
within die next 24 months, 
we’ll have a solution from 
the Aldershot to Hamilton 

Murray says part of the 
challenge in Niagara is gaug¬ 
ing ridership. 

He says GO buses in 
Niagara are "very well used," 
especially in St. Catharines. 

"Our only significant rid¬ 
ership hub right now in the 
studies that were done was 
that St. Catharines, probably 
earlier on, could sustain ser¬ 
vice improvements. You're 


trying to get the best service 
for the dollar and you want 
frequency.” 

He says with Niagara, it 
will be important to find the 
proper balance between GO 
buses and trains. 

"There’s a number of 
options that have been 
looked at, including intro¬ 
ducing train service, looking 
at the viability of (electric 
trains as opposed to diesel.) 

“Do you keep the bus ser¬ 
vice running if you're going 
to introduce more frequent 
train service? Does it make 
sense?” 

Murray says the govern¬ 
ment has spent several 
months studying train and 
bus integration options, 
which has been interrupted 
by the provincial election. 

“The work isn’t finished 
yet and we don’t have the 
data or the evidence to say 
what the right solution is. 

“We want to respond to 
Niagara with a positive solu¬ 
tion, but we want it to make 
sense, we want it to have the 
ridership and we also don’t 
want to take bus service 
away from people that would 

s frequent 


He says the government 
will continue to work with Delieve 
local politicians and transit that’s a 
officials to find the right sys- wise 
tern for the region. inve st- 

“We’re going to work very m e n t 
closely with St. Catharines and it 
and with Niagara Falls to gets 
make sure that we get the some of 
right mix, whatever it is. We that 
will have improvements in dead 
service to Niagara Falls money 
within the next couple of that’s 
years — the specifics I can’t sitting 
give you at this point.” there 

Being from Hamilton, on the 


NDP Leader Andrea 
Horwath says she knows 
how important it is to a com¬ 
munity to have one or two 
trains in the morning and 
one or two in the afternoon. 

“I know that will make a 
big difference for this com¬ 
munity,” she says. 

With an election cam¬ 
paign in full swing, Horwath 
says the NDP is working on 
a plan to bring expanded 
GO service past Burlington 
and into Niagara. 

The planning process, 
which would involve con¬ 
sultations with communi¬ 
ties, would dictate the time- 

“There are a set of priori¬ 
ties that are being built at 
this point in time,” she says. 
“There’s a second tier. We 
believe Niagara needs to be 
in that second tier.” 

New Democrats would 
hike corporate income taxes 
to help pay for transporta¬ 
tion projects. 

“We are going to roll back 
some of the tax cuts that the 
Liberals gave in terms of 
corporate tax rate in a mod¬ 
est way and we will dedicate 
all of those revenues to the 
infrastructure projects,” says 
Horwath. 

“We 


balance sheets of corpora¬ 
tions right now back into 
circulation and doing some¬ 
thing to build our econo- 

Progressive Conservative 
Leader Tim Hudak says he’d 
“love to see” regular GO 
train service in Niagara, but 
it's not a priority for his party 
right now. 

“We have some pretty 


Fling Craft and Artisan 
Sat., May 24th • 9 am - 2 pm 
KITCHEN WEAR AND SPICES, 

NEW CLOTHING AND BLANKETS, QUILTES, 
JEWELRY AND ACCESSORIES, 

BEAUTY PRODUCTS, PLANTS, BOOKS 
AND SO MUCH MORE 
LUNCH AVAILABLE 
SANDWICHES, MUFFINS, 

COFFEE, POP OR WATER 


tough choices. When you’re 
deep in a hole, you got to 
balance the books and you 
also have to get the econo¬ 
my going,” he says. 

Hudak says it’s "real easy” 
for politicians to “promise 
all kinds of spending,” but 
it’s not what responsible 
leaders should do. 


TEA,Ci 


ALL SAINTS'ANGLICAN CHURCH 
149 SOUTH MILL STREET 
RIDGEWAY 



RIDGEWAY COMMUNITY - WIDE 





YARD 



STAG & 
DOE 

in honour of 

Donny Gunn and Jillian Bondy 

Friday May 23rd 
at the Fort Erie Golf Course. 
Door prize, Raffle Table, 
Games, Food & Drinks. 


Prizes include signed Blue Jays Gear, 
Premium Bills Tickets, a BBQ and much more. 

Doors open at 7:00pm until 1:00pm. $5/ticket at the door. 


Saturday & Sunday 

May 24 & 25, 2014 

8 am to 12 noon 


FREE REGISTRATION 
for all Ridgeway area residences 
and businesses to participate! 

Register in person by May 14, 2014 
at the Flying Squirrel Lounge 

(238 Ridge Road N, Downtown Ridgeway) 

Or email your name & yard sale address 
to rbiasecretary@gmail.com 
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J&R 

AUTOMOTIVE 

BRICKS 

UNCLE SAM’S 
BINGO 

Fri May 23rd 
at 9:45 pm 

$27 Bargain 
Books 

$500 Letters 

For all of your 
auto repair & 
detailing needs! 

52 Dufferin St., 
Fort Erie 

UIvlVIw 



(905)871-3377 


Brick for squirrel killer bage in places where they 
A brick for the person that I shouldn't. From time to time, 
saw intentionally run over a I find garbage left behind 
squirrel to intentionally kill it. abandoned buildings, in road 
Anyone who runs over an ani- ways, and other places where 
garbage shouldn't be 


JEWELLERY 


AND WATCH 


REPAIR 



mal just to kill it is 
extremely cruel. 

Bouquet for an 
honest dog owner 
A bouquet for the 
honest dog owner 
who found our 
dog's training col¬ 
lar at the park. It 
was very thoughtful 
of you to leave it at 
the entrance of the 
park so we could 
find it. You meet 
the most interest¬ 
ing and honest 
people at the dog 
park. Thanks again. 

Bouquet for new 
and wonderful 
neighbours 

A bouquet for my neighbour 
who always brings in my gar¬ 
bage can, especially when it's 
windy out. A bouquet for my 
other neighbour who, in the 
winter, would shovel my 
driveway. I'm fairly new to 
this neighbourhood and it's 
really refreshing to see peo¬ 
ple like my neigh¬ 
bours who are so 
kind and helpful. 

I'm quite happy to 
receive their kind¬ 
ness and I hope 
that they know I 
truly appreciate it. 

Brick for people 
who dump their 


A brii the 

peop] it dump their gar- 



left. Don't you think 
you should pick up 
your mess, and put it in 
your own trash can? 
What is wrong with 
you? 

Brick for 
irresponsible pet 
owners 

A brick for the people 
that don't have their 
pets spayed or neutered. 
Do you know how many 
unwanted cats and dogs 
there are in this com¬ 
munity? Anyone who 
doesn't have their pets 
neutered and lets them 
run around the neigh¬ 
bourhood wild and free 
should go to the SPCA and 
take a walk around to see just 
how many animals are left in 
cages, waiting for forever 
homes. It really is shameful to 
see so many unwanted ani¬ 
mals caged in, unable to run 
around and play as they are 
meant to. Shame on everyone 
who doesn't take 
proper care of their 
pets. If you don't 
want to take prop¬ 
er care of your ani¬ 
mals, then why 
don't you find 
someone else who 
will? I can't believe 
how many people 
don't take care of 
their animals. It's 

sickening. 


sunmedia.ca or phone: 
905-871-3100 
ext. 210 


Renaissance 

% <24air Styling Center 


THE LATEST STYLES We also do Professional Ear piercing! 

always available No Appointment 

516 Garrison Road, Fort Erie Re HouL red 

905-871-1211 Tues - Thurs 9am - 5pm 

joe@forterierenaissance.com Fri 9am ' 3 P m 

Sat 9am -1pm 


People migrating for careers 


From Page 19 

"When you see the NDP and 
the Liberals promising spend¬ 
ing in every comer of die prov¬ 
ince ... you got to wonder if 
they're sincere. Would I like to 
see it for my constituents as a 
Niagara MPP? Of course I 
would. But I’ve got to put first 
things first and that means put¬ 
ting people back to work in 
Niagara through affordable 
hydro, lower taxes, less debt 
and then we’ll have the funds to 
invest in things that we care 

Hudak says Niagara mayors 
lobby him for support and he 
can understand why. 

“They're doing their job, no 
doubt about it. If this election 
were a popularity contest and 
it’s going to be won by whoever 


promises the most dollars, well 
then I’m not going to compete 
in that because we can't go fur¬ 
ther in debt.” 

The need for GO 

Diodati says he watched his 
father drive to downtown 
Toronto for 30 years — his 
brother, a police officer, for 28 
years. 

"It just isn’t doable. It’s lost, 
unproductive windshield time." 

He says officials in Niagara 
Falls, N.Y., are linking to New 
York City via high-speed rail. In 
Toronto, officials are working 
on a light-rapid transit project 
connecting Pearson 

International Airport to Union 
Station. 

"We are right in the middle of 
all of this,” he says. “This is going 
to be the panacea to Niagara." 

Walter Sendzik, chief execu- 


FORT, ERIE’S* 


Summer Entertaining 
Headquarters^^ 


We’re here to help 
our community. 
Call to see how we 
can help our local 
groups raise money 
for your organization 
or charity. 


• Fresh Sausage 
made in store daily 

• Fresh Meat cut in the store 

• The Only Fresh Seafood 
counter in town 

• Hot Deli & Prepare 

• Fresh Produce 

• In-Store Bakery & 

Cake Decorating 

• Fruit Baskets 

• Flower Shop 


COME MEET 
OUR STAFF 

WE RE HERE 
TO HELP . 


tive officer for the Greater 
Niagara Chamber of Commerce, 
says connecting Niagara to the 
GTA will not only attract busi¬ 
ness, but will also allow people 
to find gainful employment out¬ 
side of the region, if they have 
to, but still live here. 

“When you look at the com¬ 
muter patterns of those in west 
Niagara, you’re starting to see a 
significant number of people 
who are living in west Niagara, 
West Lincoln and Grimsby and 
Lincoln, and they're migrating 
into the GTA for their career 
opportunities,” he says. 

It would boost the attractive¬ 
ness of Brock University and 
Niagara College, which regular¬ 
ly rank high in educational 
opportunities, but low in pub¬ 
lic-transit connectivity, says 
Sendzik. 

“Both Brock 

-1 and Niagara 

College current- 

nected to the 
GTA market 
from a commut¬ 
er GO train ser¬ 
vice, whereas 
Hamilton, 
Oakville, 
Mississauga — 
the colleges and 
universities that 
reside in those 
communities — 
have the oppor¬ 
tunity to attract 
students to their 
community who 

munities with 
regular GO train 
service have 
grown exponen¬ 
tially. 

"We’re not 
going to wait 
another lOyears. 
Niagara can’t 
wait another 10 
years. We need 


Foods 



/obey/ 


450 Garrison Road 

905 - 871-0463 

www.sobeysforterie.com 

Open 24 Hours 7 Days a Week 


months. But we 
need to have 
timelines. We 
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electronic supermarket 
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Hornblower takes first trip around Falls 


John Law 

QMI Agency Niagara 


The first thing you notice 
is how much bigger every¬ 
thing feels. 

The dock. The boat. The 
ticket price. 

Welcome to The 
Hornblower era in Niagara 
Falls after 167 years of The 
Maid of the Mist operating 
on the Canadian side. You 
didn't think a new tour boat 
operation would be cheaper, 
did you? After an ugly part¬ 
ing of the ways between the 
Maid of the Mist Co. and 
Niagara Parks Commission, 
Hornblower agreed to pay 
about $500 million over the 
next 30 years for the right to 
operate boat tours on the 
Canadian side. 

Starting this week, it’s 
time to recoup that. And 
they aren't shy about it. 

The three-tiered adult 
pricing system starts at 
$19.95 for the basic ride, 
$32.95 if you want the audio 
guide, and $35 for the sun¬ 
set or fireworks illumination 
cruise which includes a 
cocktail. 

On your way in, you can 
buy Hornblower shirts. 
Hornblower sunglasses. 
Even Hornblower flip flops. 
Before a family of four even 


sets foot on the boat, they 
could be $200 into it. 

And you can't begrudge 
them for it. Hornblower isn’t 
here as a public service - 
they’re here to make money. 
Lots of it over the coming 
decades. The boat tour busi¬ 
ness is a lucrative operation 
on the Canadian side, and 
they paid heavily to get it. 

The boat can carry 700 
passengers, and virtually 
every ride Friday morning 
was filled to capacity. 

From the start, the experi¬ 
ence has been modernized. 
The redesigned entrance 
has an archway sign and 
updated ticket booths. Once 
you take the elevator to the 
gorge, you’ll line up at a 
more open, spacious dock. 
The catamaran itself looks 
impressive as you hop 
aboard - clean, white, mod¬ 
em. We’ll see how it looks 
after the Niagara river 
knocks it around for a few 

The other adjustment is 
seeing Hornblower’s red 
slickers after so many years 
of Maid of the Mist blue. You 
can still see those across the 
river, where Maid of the Mist 
continues operations. It now 
feels like an online game of 
Halo - red team vs. blue 

Maid had two boats oper¬ 
ating Friday while 


Hornblower had only one. 
You’ll get the full effect of 
this new rivalry when both 
companies are at full capac¬ 
ity this summer, with four or 
more boats in action. Even 
Friday, the Hornblower boat 
paused for a bit while wait¬ 
ing for the Maid boat to clear 
away from the Horseshoe 
Falls. For the first time, we 
have two tour boat compa¬ 
nies sharing the same stretch 
of water, and it’s clear by 
now they aren’t fond of each 
other. At one point, a 
Hornblower staffer waved to 
his counterpart on a Maid 
ship...there was no 
response. 

(Hornblower filed suit last 
year challenging Maid of the 
Mist’s new contract to con¬ 
tinue operations on the 
American side, without pub¬ 
lic bidding.) 

Once the ride begins, 
though, that familiar thrill 
kicks in. There’s not much 
you can change. First, you 
swing by the American Falls, 
then get drenched near the 
Horseshoe Falls. The entire 
ride took just 19 minutes, 
and every second is a msh. 
It hardly matters what 
Hornblower is charging, it’s 
already the quintessential 
tourist attraction in the falls. 
Just as Maid of the Mist was 
before it. This ride - this 
experience - is still second 



Some things really don’t 
change. You still exit through 
the gift shop, you’re still 
badgered to buy souvenir 
pics of your ride. These are 
cheesy add-ons to what is, 
and always has been, a first- 


rate attraction. 

Maid of the Mist is now 
part of our history, even 
though we can still see it 
across the river. With its 
shiny newboats, Hornblower 
has taken the reins of some¬ 
thing truly special. 


If it can avoid that plague 
of the tourist industry - 
greed - it will make plenty of 
new memories. 


john.law@sunmedia.i 



PharMcists 


GRAPEFRUIT AND MEDICATION 

Grapefruit and grapefruit juice are an excellent source of many nutrients that contribute to 
a healthy diet. Grapefruit is a good source of vitamin C, fiber, and the pink and red hues contain 
the beneficial antioxidant lycopene, thought to have a role in preventing various diseases such as 
cancer and heart disease. Studies have shown that grapefruit helps lower cholesterol, and there 
is evidence that the seeds have antioxidant properties. 

However, there are compounds in grapefruit called furanocoumarins that can interfere with 
the way your body metabolizes certain medications. This can lead to dangerously high levels 
of medication in the body and may increase the risk of rare but serious or life-threatening side 
effects such as slowed heart rate and muscle deterioration. For a few medications, it can lead to 
decreased effectiveness because these medications need to be metabolized in order to become 
active. Don’t take these interactions lightly, as some can cause potentially dangerous health 
problems. 

Both grapefruit juice (either fresh or frozen) and the fruit itself can affect certain medications 
and the effects have been seen with as little as one 8-ounce (250 mL) glass of grapefruit juice. 
The effects of grapefruit juice on medications can last up to 3 days, so taking them at different 
times of day will not help. Naturally sweet orange juice has not been shown to affect medications 
the way grapefruit juice does, but tangelos (which are related to grapefruit), lime juice, and 
Seville(sour) oranges may affect medications. 

Many medications may be affected by grapefruit juice, including medications for: 


Allergies 

Fexofenadine (Allegra) 

Anticoagulation 

Dabigatran (Pradax) 

Anxiety/Sleep 

Buspirone (BuSpar), Diazepam (Valium), Triazolam (Halcion), Alprazolam (Xanax), Clonazepam (Rratril) 

Arrhythmia 

Amiodarone (Cordarone) 

Blood Pressure 

Amlodipine (Norvasc), Felodipine (Renedil, Plendil), Nifedipine (Adalat) 

Cholesterol 

Simvastatin (Zocor), lovastatin (Mevacor), atorvastatin (Lipitor) 

Depression 

Sertraline (Zoloft) 

HIV 

Saquinavir (Invirase, Fortovase), indinavir (Crixivan) 

Seizures/Epilepsy 

Carbamazepine (Tegretol, Mazepine), Clonazepam (Rivotril) 

Sexual Dysfunction 

Sildenafil (Viagra), Taldafil (Cialis) 

Transplants/ 

Cyclosporine (Neoral, Sandimmune), tacrolimus (Prograf, Advagraf), 
sirolimus (Rapamune) 


This is not a complete list; grapefruit juice may affect medications for conditions other than 
those listed here. Also, if you are taking any natural health products, check the labels to see if 
they contain grapefruit, tangelo, Seville orange, or lime juice. Avoid these fruits and juices until 
your doctor or pharmacist has told you it’s safe to have them. 

BOGGIO & EDWARDS PHARMACY 

307 Ridge Rd, Ridgeway 

_ Tel: 905.894.2200 _ 


www.boggios.com 
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World’s tallest flower set to bloom in Falls 




Create a Lasting 

-10% off all 
Monuments j 
m stock now/! 

I until May 31 st 


c<«i | Glen mount j jyyeik 

Hwy 3 East » ■ « - ~-* ■ *■"- 301 Ague 


Ray Spiteri °f the blossom, which is p.m. were taken to the botan- 

niun Anon™ Mianara the size of a small tree, The parks commission ical gardens in London, 

9 y 9 standing up to six metres saw two blooms open in England and that’s 

tall and five metres 2012, which were part of where they grew them.” 

The world’s tallest ^e. a donation by Louis Black said the plant, as 

flower is set to once According to the parks Ricciardiello, of Gilford, of Sunday, is about 

again bloom at the commission, the flower New Hampshire. Once seven or eight days away 

Niagara Parks is excee dingly rare to open, the bloom is from flowering. 

Commission’s Floral see -Until 1989, only 21 expected to last less than "Our people here, the 

Showhouse within the flowerings were record- two days. growers, actually got 

next week or so ed to have occurred in Originally, where seeds growing, so we ve 

The AmorphophaUus botanical gardens they grew was in gone from 30 in the 

titanum or titan arum around the world. Sumatra, just north of world, now they have 

is a massive bell-shaped The plant is currently Australia and at that more than 60 in the 
flower, growing up to on display, and in the Ume they had gold mm- back, as htde seedlings, 
three metres in height sta 8 e ' at show- mg m the 1800s and it so we ve actually done 
The flower is also known house, which is located wiped them out com- some rather amazing 
for its unique smell. g st ® out £ „ of pletely,” said James things’’he said. 

After flowering a sin- Horseshoe Falls, at 7145 Black, who works at the Black said when a per- 

gle leaf emerges in nlace Niagara Pkwy. It is open showhouse. son in California found 

6 5 p daily from 9:30 a.m. to 5 “Snmp nf r 


Propagation Ban and 
Sampling of Plants 
Susceptible to Plum Pox Virus 


Between May and October 2014, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) will be inspecting selected rural and residential properties in 
the Niagara Region, to sample susceptible trees for the Plum Pox Virus 
and/or to verify compliance with the propagation ban that is in place. 
This means that property owners may see CFIA inspectors on their 
property. 

The Niagara Region is currently under federal quarantine. Regulations 
are in place to prevent the spread of plum pox virus outside of the 
quarantine area. Plum Pox Virus is a serious plant disease that threatens 
Canada’s stone fruit industry. It does not affect human or animal 
health. 

Plants that are susceptible to the virus include apricot, nectarine, 
peach and, plum trees, and some ornamental shrubs such as purpleleaf 
sandcherry. 

A ban on propagation is in place. This ban prohibits anyone in the 
Niagara quarantine area from producing trees and plants that are 
susceptible to the virus. This includes producing trees and plants from 
seed, cuttings, grafting or any other method. 

For a listing of the regulated plants and more information about the 
regulated area, please contact the CFIA at: 

905-938-5060 or www.inspection.gc.ca 

Canadian Food Agence oanadienne C'r, 

Inspection Agency d’inspection des aliments V /rj I lr|l \e\ 


he came down 
to Niagara Falls 
that afternoon 
to see it. 

“That’s how 
significant it is 
in the plant 
world.” 

Those inter¬ 
ested in follow¬ 
ing bloom 
updates are 
invited to sign 
up for the parks 
commission’s 
newsletter list 
v.niag- 


RAY SPITERI QMI Agency Niagara 
The AmorphophaUus titanum, or titan arum flower is on 
display at the Niagara Parks Commission's Floral 
Showhouse. This photo was taken on Sunday, May 18, 
2014, with the flower in its leaf stage. It will eventually 
grow to be the world's tallest flower, according to the 
parks commission. 


Tribute - In Loving Memory 


^0 


Port 

j 3114 

1-800-541-2291 











Thursday, May 22,2014 • Fort Erie Times 27 


Three rescued after boat capsized 


Alan Benner 

QMI Agency Niagara 


Three people were res¬ 
cued Sunday after the 
small fishing boat they 
were in capsized on Lake 
Erie, plunging them into 
the frigid water. 

Scott Wolfe, a volunteer 
from Port Colborne 
Marine Auxiliary Rescue 
(POCOMAR) said the 
small aluminum boat cap¬ 
sized a few kilometers off 
the shore of Sherkston 
beach shortly after noon, 
“but there was another 
fishing boat very close 
by." 

Within five minutes the 
recreational fishermen 
aboard the other boat 
responded, and pulled the 
three people from the cap¬ 
sized boat out of the 6C 


Although Wolfe and the 
crew of the POCOMAR 
vessel Ted Cook, he said 
the people from the strick¬ 
en boat were already safe¬ 
ly out of the water. 

“All POCOMAR had to 
do was check the situation 
out," Wolfe added. 

"There was one person 
who was showing signs 
that he was going to 
become hypothermic.” 

Wolfe said that man was 
brought aboard the Ted 
Cook and rushed to shore 
where a waiting ambu¬ 
lance brought him to the 
Buffalo hospital. 

"Everything worked out 
very well,” he said. “They 
were very lucky because 
the water is extremely 
cold. People have to real¬ 
ize that. You don’t last long 
at all in these conditions." 

POCOMAR volunteer 
Cal Peyton said it was the 
first call of the year for the 


Coast Guard 
Auxiliary unit 
that normally 
starts to action by 
April. 

"We’re well 
over a month 
behind right 


He said the 
slow start to the 
year is due to the 
unseasonably 
cold tempera¬ 
tures have kept 
boaters out of the 


“The traffic’s 
been very sparse,” 
Peyton said. "We 
have a few fisher¬ 
men out, but usu¬ 
ally they don’t get 
in trouble too 


allan.benner@ 

sunmedia.ca 


Police resolve knife- 
wielding situation at station 


A man who carried a 
12-inch knife into the St. 
Catharines police station 
and began acting in a 
“self-threatening” man¬ 
ner was apprehended by 
officers Sunday. 

Niagara Regional 
Police say at about 6:30 
p.m. Sunday, a 40-year- 
old man approached the 
public counter at the sta- 

The man was armed 
with a 12-inch knife and 


was acting in what police 
said was a “self-threat¬ 
ening manner." At first, a 
civilian employee of the 
police service was pres¬ 
ent. 

Uniformed officers 
were immediately on 
scene and began negoti¬ 
ations. Police say using 
crisis negotiation train¬ 
ing, officers convinced 
the man to put down the 
knife. The incident last¬ 
ed less than 10 minutes. 


He was peacefully 
taken into custody, 
under the authority of 
the Mental Health Act. 
The man was brought to 
a local hospital for 
assessment and police 
say no criminal charges 
are anticipated. 

There were no injuries 
and no one from the 
public was at the recep¬ 
tion counter during the 
incident. 




Port Colborne Marine Auxiliary Rescue unit. (Tribune file photo) 


Ontario's Number 0 Ne gibfe 

Join us for the 10th Annual Niagara Falls Ribfest 

FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND 
JUNE 13th, 14th & 15th 


ATURDAY JUNE 14 -11:00am -1:00am 
SUNDAY JUNE 15 - 11:00am - 8:00pm 


Fun for the whole family Daily 50/50 Draw 
RIBS, RIBS & RIBS - And so much more! 
Gluten-Free Options Kids’Midway WiFi Access 
Raffle for Napoleon BBQ Vendor Market Alley 
FREE Parking at our new location at Niagara Square 

Donations to Rotary greatly appreciated or refreshment coolers 




GREAT ENTERTAINMENT ALL WEEKEND LONG! 

Visit our website for performance times and details 

www.niagarafallsribfest.com I 


WCOGECO 
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HTZ-FM M 
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THE LIGHTS OF BUFFALO 
SHINE BRIGHTER HERE. 


Welcome to downtown’s new jewel in the crown of the 
Queen City — Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino. Just a quick hop 
from Canalside, First Niagara Center and the Cobblestone 
and Theatre districts. Catch your favorite team at Stixx 
Sports Bar, try your hand at the hottest slots and table 
games, and sample the food that made Buffalo famous at 
Buffalo Savors Grill. All minutes from the Peace Bridge. 



SenecA 

BUFFALO 

CREEK 




Poutine, pho, pepita 
are this year’s new 
dictionary words 


QMI Agency Niagara 


Take a bow, Canada. 

The sinful, calorie-rich concoction 
we call poutine slid its way into 
Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate 
Dictionary and the company's free 
online database along with 149 other 
words Monday. 

M-W defines poutine as “a dish of 
French fries covered with brown gravy 
and cheese curds,” and says 1982 is the 
earliest year its editors could find it 
being used. 

Social media-generated words such 
as selfie, hashtag, unfriend and tweep 
also made it into the dictionary. 

"So many of these new words show 
the impact of online connectivity to 
our lives and livelihoods,” says 
Merriam-Webster's editor-at-large 
Peter Sokolowski, in a press release. 

Other food-related words include 
Turducken (“aboneless chicken stuffed 
into a boneless duck stuffed into a 
boneless turkey”), Vietnames pho 



Poutine takes its spot in Merriam- 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 


soup, freeganan (“an activist who scav¬ 
enges for free food - as in waste recep¬ 
tacles at stores and restaurants - as a 
means of reducing consumption of 
resources”), and pepita (“the edible 
seed of a pumpkin or squash often 
dried or toasted”). 



12mm Laminate 

1 DuraCeramic 1 Congoleum Airstep 1 Solid Maple Hardwood 

€59 I 

1 *4.29 I 

1 €49 1 

1 €99 


All prices per sq. ft. Min quantities may apply. Colours and styles may vary. See in store for details. 


Crescent 

Flooring 


409 Walden Blvd • Fort Erie 

(Behind Sobeys on Garrison Road) 


Call us for a free estimate! 
Monday-Friday 8:30AM-5PM 
Saturday 10AM-3 PM 
After Hours Appts. Available! 
L£ www.crescentflooring.com 


905-994-7687 Toll Free 1-855-866-0422 


1-877-8-SENECA (873-6322) I SENECABUFFALOCREEKCASINO.COM 












ALL PRICES IN EFFECT UNTIL THURSDAY, MAY 29 2014 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 

St. Catharines 210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 

St. Catharines 353 Lake St. 905-646-8812 Fonthill 20 Hwy 20 E 905-892-4765 

St. Catharines 100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 

Visit mmmeatshops.com for individual store hours. 


3335 Nigh Road, Ridgeway 

EXTENDED HOURS: Mon - Fri 8am - 7pm Sat 8am - 5pm 
Sun 10am - 3pm • 905-894-2305 
Cell 416-995-0658 • www.ditschgreenhouses.com 
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Wii Just Dance, Therapy Tails new at Fort Erie Public Library 


^ Centennial 
Y branch to 

screen the film 
Sunset Limited on 
Thursday 


What kid doesn’t like to 
dance? And what easier 
way to dance than with 
the Wii Just Dance Party! 
You can be a beginner or 
an expert, it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter. Whether you are older 
or younger, all ages are 
welcome. 

Come and strut your 
stuff at the Crystal Ridge 
branch of the Fort Erie 
Public Library on Tuesday 
afternoon, May 27, begin¬ 
ning at 4 p.m. This Wii 
Just Dance Party is free. 
Using the Wii U or the 
Xbox360 atthe Centennial 
branch of the library is 
also free for anyone with 
their library card. Bring a 
friend along or come on 
your own, and play any 
day. 

This Saturday at 2 p.m. 


Amy Roebuck 

Fort Erie Public Library 


at the Centennial branch, 
children who may be 
reluctant to read can relax 
and benefit from reading 
out loud to the best lis¬ 
tener, a Therapy Tails dog. 
These canine friends are 
trained to be patient while 
a child gets to know them, 
gets comfortable, and 
practices their reading 
skills. There is no charge 
to read to a Therapy Tails 
dog. The last regular Lego 
Maker Club of the season 
will be held at the 
Centennial branch on 
Tuesday, May 27, begin¬ 
ning at 6 p.m. 

ThefilmSunsetLimited, 
starring Samuel L. Jackson 
and Tommy Lee Jones 
(who also directed) will 




We’re Blooming Fantastic! 


IropicallHybiscus 


[SeiectedFl^H anging Baskets 

$ 15e 


10” Tomatoe 
Hanging Basket’s 


Rerennials 


Selected Variety 


Sirloin Beef 
Burgers 

12 BURGERS 

12x113 


be screened at the borrow for a one week the technology before Community Services 
Centennial branch at 6:30 loan period. This is a per- making an investment. Coordinator at the Fort 

this evening, and on feet opportunity to try out Amy Roebuck is the Erie Public Library. 


LOOK IN THURSDAY’S PAPER FOR YOUR M&M FLYER! 


the Crystal 
Ridge branch. 
Sunset Limited 
is an intense 
two man drama 
aboutthechoice 
between life 
and despair. 
Jones plays a 


RFECTI0N 




“FALL OFF THE BONE” 

PORK BACK 


available which 
patrons in good 
standing may 
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Animal activists call for Marineland to ‘evolve’ 


Ray Spiteri 

QMI Agency Niagara 


As animal-rights activists 
continue to push for an end 
to the animal program at 
Marineland, the Niagara 
Falls theme park says anoth¬ 
er surprise inspection by the 
OSPCA has once again prov¬ 
en its animals are doing 

"We are not saying shut 
Marineland down. I think 
that we have to be realistic 
here. What we would like to 
see is an end to the animal 
program here at this park, 
phasing out the dolphin and 
whale captivity, as well as 
the other animals,” said 


Niagara resident Mike 
Garrett. 

“(Marineland owner) 
John Holer has a business to 
run, there’s people employed 
here, we understand that. 
We want to support this park 
in a way that they do not rely 
on animals for profit, so if 
they commit to ending the 
animal program here, we’ll 
commit to work with them.” 

Garrett organized a Save 
Smooshi demonstration 
outside the Portage Rd. 
amusement and animal 
exhibition park Saturday. 

Smooshi is a walrus at 
Marineland that was once 
trained by former employee 
Phil Demers. 

Marineland opened its 
gates for its 53rd season this 


weekend, and as has become 
a long-standing tradition, a 
large crowd of protesters 
were positioned out in front 
of the park. They greeted 
visitors with signs and 
chants in an effort to con¬ 
vince them to turn away. 

A large group of protesters 
marched to Marineland 
from Stanley Ave. and Hwy. 
420. 

Protests at Marineland 
have been going on for 
decades. But Garrett said 
with social media and pop¬ 
ular documentaries such as 
Blackfish receiving main¬ 
stream attention, the public 
is becoming more interested 
in, and passionate about, 
animal-rights issues around 
the world. 



VOICE < 

FOR THE 
vOi ELESS 



www.fabriclandwestern.con 

SEW INTO 

SOMMERSAL 

—WWMi 
£ PP 

SPECIAL SELECTION 

SPRING 

SUMMER 

FASHION 

FABRIC 

40% OFF 

OUR REGULAR PRICE 

f SPECIAL SELECTION ) 

SPRING/SUMMER 
FASHION FABRIC 

BUY 1 METER 

AT OUR REGULAR PRICE 

GET 2 METERS FREE 

FROM SAME BOLT-SELECTED FABRIC ONLY 

ALL IN STOCK 

OUTDOOR 
FABRICS 
& DECOR 

40% Off 

OUR REGULAR PRICE 

f SPECIAL SELECTION 1 

OTHER 
SEWING 
MACHINES 
CE5500 REG. $259.99 

SALE $219.99 

3934D REG. $399.99 

[ SALE $349.99 

f ALL IN STOCK 

VOGUE AND 
BUTTERICK 
PATTERNS 

BUY 1 

AT THE MSR PRICE 

GET 2 FREE 

OF EQUAL OR LESS VALUE 

NOW AVAILABLE AT 

all locations 

CUSTOM DRAPERY • SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS 

MOUNT CARMEL CENTRE 

3770 Montrose Rd., Niagara Falls 

354-7117 

I 

Store Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. 9-9 • Sat. 9-6 Sun. 12-5 

is 34 DOUGLAS AVE., Welland 

734-3836 

575 WELLAND AVE., St. Catharine 

685-6595 

www.fabriclandwestem.com 


RAY SPITERI QMI Agency Niagara 

Abby Green, 17, from Guelph, was part of a large crowd of people who dem¬ 
onstrated outside Marineland on Saturday, May 17. 


“We can mobi- Vancouver Aquarium, 
lize a lot more whether it’s Sea World, 
people than we whether it’s the act of cap- 
used to. And this turing these animals in the 
is happening, not wild over in Russia, the pres- 
just here, but at sure is going to be mounting 
captive facilities on all of these things to 
around the world, stop." 
whether it’s Demers said he never 


would have thought two 
years ago when he first 
spoke out against 
Marineland that the animal- 
rights movement would be 
as powerful as it is now. 


See Page 31 


Giant Progressive 
EUCHRE PARTY 

And delicious lunch catered by Mae’s Restaurant 

200 TICKETS AVAILABLE 
$10.00 ea, 

For Greater Fort Erie residents 

$20.00 ea 

out of town Residents Fantastic cash prizes 

Wed., June 18, 2014, 1:00 pm 

Fort Erie Liesureplex,3 Municipal Centre Dr., Fort Erie. 
Free Parking 
This is a Senior’s only event. 

Must be 55 yrs. of age to participate. 

No tickets sold at the door. 

No tickets sold after June 11,2014. 

Tickets go on sale May 23rd, 2014 and are available at 
905-382-6112 and 905-871-7761 
Brought to you by the Senior’s Advisory Committee 
And the Town of Fort Erie 
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Protesters want to see park phase out animals 


From Page 30 due to their hard work and 

tireless commitment to 
“I'm very hopeful that animal care. 

Marineland chooses a dif- “We look forward to 
ferent business path to enjoying the season ahead 
evolve with the changing with all our guests safe in 


tion and breeding of these 
animals. 

“Let Mr. Holer keep the 
animals that he has. That 
gives us a time period for 
transition of the park, 
a that they can the knowledge that all of During that time period, 
continue to be successful our animals are healthy the provincial government 

and even more successful and well taken care of.” .. 

in the future,” he said. Clarke Bitter, who is rep- 

Meanwhile, Marineland resenting the Green Party things to move it forward.” 
said it is looking forward to in the Niagara Falls riding Bitter said the govern- 
another successful season, for the June 12 provincial ment should provide such 
parks with low or 
zero-interest loans to 
Bitter said he supports acquire new rides, as well 



phasing out animals £ 


parents will visit and enjoy 
all that the park has 

Marineland said the park to transition to other 
Ontario Society for the forms of entertainment. 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals sent zoo inspec¬ 
tors to conduct a surprise 
inspection Thursday. 

Marineland said it was 
part of the new framework 


is helping with financing 


Marineland and for the and building of amphithe- 
. is for cultural and arts 


“Find a solution, rather 
moved on from this, how- than confrontation, that’s 
ever, it’s important for jobs my goal. I think that if we 
here in Niagara Falls,” he do it properly, we’ll end up 
with more jobs here than 
700.” 


“My position is that, a 


ray.spiteri@sunmedia. 


Canada’s 
Accredited Zoos 
and Aquariums. 

The three 
member zoo 
inspection 1 
were provided 
“full access” to all 
of the animals 
cared for at 
Marineland and 
conducted a 
“thorough and 
professional 
inspection,” the 
park said in a 


YOUR BREAST HEALTH 


STEVENSVILLE SPRING-FEST 

Presented by The Stevensville Kinsmen, 


r Fire Association 

Saturday June 7 th 8am-5pm 

8am - 10am - Pancake & Sausage Breakfast at the Stevensville Fire Hall 
10am - 5pm Stevensville Memorial Hall for some great fun! 

40 + Crafters/ Vendors, Face Painting, Antique Power Display, Food 
Vendors, Exciting Kids Zone, Fish Pond, Firetruck Display, Penny Table, 
Silent Auction, Auto Extrication Demo and Antique/Classic Cars. 
MUSIC BY DJ DOUGIE -ALL DAY! 

DON JOHNSON • STROLLING BANJO PLAYER 


CORPORATE SPONSORS 

Bertie Printers, Safari Niagara, Meridian Credit Union, Tim Hortons’s, 
Bertie lire, Scuttlebutt Tap & Eatery, Pen Rentals Inc., Circle P 
Paving, Peters Excavating, Park Lane Home Builders, Williams 
Funeral Home, Millers Auto Recycling LTD., Gibbons Contracting LDT 



concern 
identified and 
the inspection 
was successful. 

“Over 
hundred people 
from our local 
community are 
employed at 
Marineland 
throughout the 
season. They take 
great pride and 
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Decoration Day to honour military casualties 


Canada’s first military 
casualties honoured on 
Decoration Day June 1 in 
Ridgeway, Ontario. 

On Sunday at 11 a.m., 
June 1, soldiers from the 
Queen's Own Rifles (QOR) 
of Toronto and the Royal 
Hamilton Light Infantry 
(RHLI)—“The Rileys”—will 
return to the ground where 
their regiments fought 
Canada’s first modern bat¬ 
tle against an invading 
Irish-American Fenian 
insurgent army in the Battle 
of Ridgeway, near Fort Erie, 
on June 2,1866. 

A Decoration Day cere¬ 
mony on the historic bat¬ 
tlefield will commemorate 
modern Canada first sol¬ 
diers to fall in the line of 
duty, including the 
“Ridgeway Nine” of the 


three soldiers from the 
Royal Hamilton Light 
Infantry (formerly 13th 
Battalion) who died of 
wounds sustained at 
Ridgeway in subsequent 
months and were officially 
listed as casualties in the 
Fenian Raids 1866 by the 
Canadian government of 
the time. These Canadians 
were the first from of over 
115,000 Canadian soldiers 
to be killed in combat start¬ 
ing from the 1866-1870 
Fenian Raids in Canada 
through to the North West 
Rebellion, the South African 
War (Boer War), the First 
and Second World Wars, 
the Korean War and the 
recent deployments in 
Afghanistan. 


founding in 1860, years 
before the Ridgeway Battle 
and even before Canada 
Confederation in 1867. The 
RHLI celebrated their 150th 
anniversary in 2012. 
Soldiers from these regi¬ 
ments have served in 
almost every conflict 
Canada engaged in over 
the last 150 years, including 
recently in Afghanistan. 
The QOR and RHLI are 
among Canada’s oldest 
fighting infantry regiments 
in continuous service since 
their founding. 

The very first Canadian 
to fall was Ensign (2nd 
Lieutenant) Malcolm 
McEachren, a thirty-five 
year old Toronto store clerk, 
a Sunday school teacher 
and a volunteer officer 
leading QOR Company 5. 
The father of five children 


was shot during the open¬ 
ing moments of the battle 
and died twenty minutes 
later in a nearby cabin. 
Eight more soldiers were 
killed that morning, includ¬ 
ing three young riflemen 
from QOR’s University of 
Toronto volunteer rifle 
company, college kids who 
were suddenly called out to 
defend Canada in the mid¬ 
dle of their final exams, 
never to return to them. In 
the following months three 
more from the RHLI-13th 
Battalion died of wounds 
and disease sustained: 
Privates James Cahill, 
Daniel Laker and James H. 
Morrison. A British Army 
soldier also died on June 2 
from heat-stroke on his 
march to the Ridgeway area 
and is buried in a 
Stevensville cemetery for¬ 
gotten by Britain: Corporal 
Carrington of the 47th 
Regiment of Foot from 
Lancashire. 

In 1890 Ridgeway veter¬ 
ans forgotten and ignored 
by the Ottawa since the 
1866 batde, organized as an 
act of protest Canada’s first 
‘remembrance day’ on the 
June 2 anniversary of the 
Batde of Ridgeway. The 
event became known as 
“Decoration Day" and 
afterwards was held annu¬ 
ally in the spring or sum¬ 
mer from 1891 until 1930 in 
many parts of Canada, usu¬ 
ally on the weekend closest 
to the June 2 anniversary of 


Ridgeway. Decoration Day 
eventually commemorated 
Canadian servicemen 
killed in the North West 
Rebellion 1885, the South 
African War (Boer War) 
1899-1902 and the Great 
War 1914-1918, long before 
there was a November 11 
armistice ending the war in 
1918. 

Decoration Day was tra¬ 
ditionally marked by the 
laying of fresh flowers and 
bouquets at war graves and 
monuments (“decoration”) 
in the spirit of rebirth and 
renewal. Held in warm 
sunny days of spring. 
Decoration Day was more a 
tender than solemn act of 
memorial, an affirmation 
of hope in the better future 
defended by Canadian sol¬ 
diers with their lives; a 
bond of remembrance 
between the grateful and 
the dead in a promise that 

Until 1930 Decoration 
Day ceremonies honoured 
ail Canadian soldiers killed 
in combat in the defence of 
Canada, at home and over¬ 
seas, but in 1931 Ottawa 
moved the popular June 
memorial day to the cold 
gloomy austerity of 
November 11 Armistice 
Day and officially named it 
“Remembrance Day.” 
Ottawa restricted 

Remembrance Day to only 
those soldiers killed over¬ 
seas beginning from the 
South African War (Boer 


War), so as not to offend 
our American neighbours 
and new allies by com¬ 
memorating the deaths of 
Canadians killed fighting 
invasions from across the 
United States border. 

With the stroke of a pen 
in 1931, the memory of 
Canada's first casualties 
from the Fenian Raids 
(1866-1870) and the North 
West Rebellion (1885) pre¬ 
viously commemorated 
were now forgotten, chal¬ 
lenging to this day our 
promise to all of Canada’s 
military servicemen and 
servicewomen that "We 
will remember them." The 
Ridgeway Nine, along with 
21 other Canadian soldiers 
who later died of their 
wounds or from disease 
while on duty during the 
Fenian Raids, including 
three RHLI volunteers who 
sustained wounds or dis¬ 
ease at Ridgeway, are not 
enlisted in our National 
Books of Remembrance in 
Ottawa, and on 
Remembrance Day they 
are not remembered, no 
wreaths are laid to their 
memory and no prayers are 
said for them. 

On Sunday, June 1, 11 
a.m., members of the 
Queen’s Own Rifles 
Association of Canada and 
the Royal Hamilton Light 
Infantry 13th Battalion 
Ceremonial Guard will 
gather for a brief service at 
the Ridgeway Battlefield 
National Historical Site on 
3405 Garrison Road (Hwy. 
3) in Ridgeway, near Fort 
Erie, Ontario, to commem¬ 
orate and honour the mem¬ 
ory of Canada forgotten 
"Ridgeway Nine.” The pub¬ 
lic is invited to bring flow¬ 
ers and bouquets to lay at 
the Ridgeway Battlefield 
Cairn and on the battlefield 
itself. 

A volunteer with a good 
singing voice to lead us in 
the singing of Canada’s 
national anthem and a 
chaplain-padre to say a 
prayer for the fallen are 
invited to please contact 
info@petervronsky.com 

For further information 
visit: www.decorationday. 
ca & www.ridgewaybattie. 


The QOR has remained 
in continuous service in the 
Queen’s Own Rifles and current military since its 


OPENING DAY 
MAY 27™ 



Opening Day is Tuesday, May 27th at 4:15pm 

Come early for a FREE "Alive and Kicking" ball cap with the purchase 
of a track program, while supplies last. 

Then, get ready to PARTY! Cheer on the horses and 
jockeys and enjoy a FREE Concert by BRASS MONKEY^ I 

.-eqrJS I 


ur Tiki Bar Patio after the races. 


forterieracing.com 



SUPPER NIGHT 

Friday, May 23rd • 7:00pm 
Italo Canadian Club Sit Down Dinner 
Prepared by Maria’s Catering 

GHICKEN PARMIGI AN A 

PASTA NIGHT 


COMMUNITY LIVING & ADULT LITERACY 

* Ad ““J I CANAO.ANT.RE l 

• At the Door *9“ ^ 

• Take Out *7°° • Children 5-12 *4°° 



















Thursday, May 22,2014 • Fort Erie Times 33 


New Meridian president/CEO takes helm 



A St. David’s resident has 
taken over the top job at 
Ontario’s largest credit 

On Friday, Bill Maurin, 
49, was appointed president 
and CEO of an organization 
that began in the region as 
the Niagara Credit Union. 

After several mergers, 
Meridian now has more 
than 250,000 members, 65 
branches and seven busi¬ 
ness centres in the province. 
It also manages $10 billion 

"We’ve had some great 
merger opportunities with 
like-minded credit unions 
in the past,” Maurin said. 
“And we certainly hope to 
have those opportunities in 
the future.” 

"I think mergers 
... are developed 
through relation¬ 
ship building and 
showing you can 
be a good partner 
— they can;t nor 
should they be 

Maurin joined 
Meridian more 
than a decade ago 
and served as 
vice-president of 
finance and chief 
financial officer. 

He was appointed 
acting president 
and CEO in 2012. 

The acting 
appointment took 
place following 
the medical leave 
of Sean Jackson, 
Meridian’s former 
president and 


Meridian developing strate¬ 
gic plans, objectives and 
projects. 

In outlining some of his 
credit union's overall strate¬ 
gies, Maurin spoke to smart 
growth, with member and 
customer service major pri- 

“We have strong organic 
growth aspirations,” the 
executive said, adding a goal 
is to consider to expand 
what the credit union can 
offer its members. 

That includes “leveraging 
other partners to help us 
bring value to our mem¬ 
bers.” 

An overriding goal will 
also be to “continue to make 
it easier for our members to 
do business with us,” he 

Among those efforts is a 
goal to open three new 
branches a year and boost¬ 
ing the credit union’s online 


Chartered 

where he held 
senior positions 
after graduating 
with a Commerce 
degree from 
M c M a s t e r 
University in 
1988. 

The married 
CEO — who has 
lived in Niagara 
for nine years — 
said much effort 
has been spent 
recently at 


features. 

Ramping up an ad cam¬ 
paign — including working 
with other credit unions— 
to help promote their opera¬ 
tions and differences from 
banks will be another future 

But the new route also 
means staying the course, 
Maurin said. 

“A key message to our staff 
(on Friday) when we did the 
appointment announce¬ 
ment internally was 'guess 
what nothing's changing," 
Maurin said. 

“It's business as usual and 
the strategies we had yester¬ 
day are still the strategies for 
today and tomorrow. 

“So full speed ahead on 
that front.” 

Evolve MMA & Fitness 
Centre has opened its doors 
at 325 Welland Ave. in St. 
Catharines. 


Its core business is fitness 
through the marital arts. 
Evolve's classes include 
Muay Thai, woman’s cardio 
fitness and Brazilian Jiu- 
jitsu and include various age 
groups. 

The business is owned 
Daryl Ireland and managed 
by Sam Yos and its website is 
www.evolvemma.ca 

The Bizzline column 
appears weekly. Send your 
north Niagara business 
story/ information tips to 
don. fraser@sunmedia.ca 


May 3rd was the 2014 Trees Ontario 
Community Planting Weekend. Volun¬ 
teers from 10 communities across Ontar¬ 
io came together to plant trees. Niagara 
Falls was one of them. That Saturday 
morning, 63 volunteers, old and young 
alike, planted 500 trees along the Niaga¬ 
ra Parkway. It was an interesting mix to 

young as 3), new Canadians, young cou¬ 
ples, empty nesters—all coming togeth¬ 
er for a common purpose. That purpose 
was to help reforest a tiny patch of the 
Parkway. It was obvious that the chil¬ 
dren loved digging and planting. 

During the planting, we observed par¬ 
ents telling their little ones about why 
trees are important to birds and animals, 
how they give us shade and help keep 
our air cleaner, and even about how 


The greater 
morning's 

come apparent in the months and years 
to come. By doing our part, teaching 
children by word and example, we can 
ensure that environmental stewardship 
will be a natural part of our lives and the 

There are lots of ways of becoming good 
environmental stewards. Reusing, recy¬ 
cling and reducing consistently, buying 
locally grown food when possible, grow¬ 
ing native species of plants & trees, cre¬ 
ating bird & butterfly friendly gardens, 
not littering and picking up trash are all 
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Search engine: Outlet mall in spotlight 


Karena Walter 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Q: The Horseshoe 
Falls were illuminated 
blue on Wednesday to 
mark the opening of the 
new mall in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake. I thought 
they only illuminated 
the Falls for charities. Is 
this a one-off or a 
change in policy? 

A: The Niagara Falls 
Illumination Board 


determines what causes 
and events are com¬ 
memorated with a spe¬ 
cial lighting of the 
Canadian andAmerican 
Falls. 

They include charita¬ 
ble and public interest 
causes and occasions, 
such as marking the 
death of former Federal 
Finance Minister Jim 
Flaherty with green 
lights in April and the 
upcoming World MS 
Day with orange and 


red lights on May 28. 

Niagara Parks 
Commission Chair 
Janice Thomson 
explained in an email 
that the board, which 
includes the commis¬ 
sion, received a request 
to light the falls in cele¬ 
bration of the launch of 
the Oudet Collection 


She said the board 
agreed to the request 
because the mall has 
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resulted in significant 
investment and job cre¬ 
ation to the area, and is 
the largest open air 
shopping centre in 
Canada. 

The board is made up 
of the commission, the 
New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation, 
cities of Niagara Falls 
Ontario and New York 
and Ontario Power 
Generation. 

It was established in 
1925 and funds the 
nightly illuminations. 

The first request for a 
public commemora¬ 
tion was made by Estee 
Lauder in 2004 to hon¬ 
our breast cancer sur¬ 
vivors as part of the 
company’s global illu¬ 
mination initiative. 
After the Falls went 
pink for that event, the 
requests by others 
flooded in. There were 
so many, the board had 
to develop a policy on 
charitable lighting and 
recruit Niagara Parks 
Commission staff help 


deal with the volume of 
requests. 

"Helping raise aware¬ 
ness for many charita¬ 
ble causes is something 
for which the 
Illumination Board 
takes great pride in,” 
Thomson said, citing 
the National Day of 
Honour for Canadian 
troops which saw the 
falls in red and white on 
May 9 and the com¬ 
memoration of the 
death of Nelson 
Mandela with the 
colours of the South 
African flag Dec. 15. 


Q: Recently, there 
have been temporary 
signs on the shoulders 
of the QEW around 
Stoney Creek that say 
WARNING: No refuel¬ 
ing in this area. I have 
never seen this before. 
Why are these signs 
there? 

A: The signs have 
been put up temporari¬ 
ly by the contractor 
while the highway is 
resurfaced from 


Fruitland Rd. to 
Centennial Pkwy. 

Ministry of 

Transportation spokes¬ 
woman Astrid Poei said 
contractor Rankin 
Construction pup the 
signs at various loca¬ 
tions along the route as 
a due diligence mea¬ 
sure. It’s part of the 
company’s environ¬ 
mental plan for how it 
approaches refueling, 
maintenance and wash¬ 
ing. 

The signs tell workers 
they can’t do those 
things in those loca¬ 
tions because if there 
was any type of spill, it 
could enter a nearby 
culvert and then possi¬ 
bly enter a local water¬ 
course. 


BERTIE CHURCH 

5244 Highway #3, Sherkston I 

Pastor Andrew Doherty I Su ^ 

(905-382-6530) | 9:OOam & 10:4-5am 

Sundays at 11:00 am 


Call to reserve your church listings each week 

905-871-3100 ext. 202 
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GANCE 
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Fact finder! 

The Niagara Falls 
Illumination Board 
receives so many 
requests to light up the 
falls, it no longer per¬ 
mits an entire night to 
be designated one 
colour like it did for 
Estee Lauder. A 
charity can 
select two 
15-minute 
blocks of time 
through the 
evening for 
their special 
colour. That 
way, visitors 
can still see a 
rainbow of 
colours 
throughout the 
evening, which 
is the mandate 
of the board. 


Friday, May 23th at 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 24th at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 25th at 2:00 p.m. 

Lakeshore Catholic High School 
(Janet Street, Port Colbome) 
Tickets: $15.00 

Limited Tickets Available at the Door 
Check our website for availability. 
“Family Entertainment at its Best’ 


* 


Send your 
queries to 
Karena Walter 
by Email: kare- 
na.walter@ 
sunmedia.ca 
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UPGRADE YOUR RIDE-ENDS JUNE 2ND, 2014 


Niagara’s Only Full Line'GM-Dealership 


NEW 2014 CHEVROLET SONIC LS 

5 YEAR/160,000 KM POWER TRAIN WARRANTY! 



MSRP $37,395 + HST 


fSs 


Chevrolet 

Cadillac 

Buick 

GMC 


Niagara’s Full Line GM Dealership 


ALL VEHICLES SALE PRICED! 

5888 THOROLD STONE RD • 905-358-6173 
www.fallschev.com 


LEASE OFFERS: 2014 Cadillac ATS/ 2014 Chevrolet Sonic LS. Both vehicles based on a 48 month lease. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. OAC by GM Financial. Total obligation i: 
2014 Cadillac ATS $23,386.48/ 2014 Chevrolet Sonic LS $11,177.92. Option to purchase at lease end is 2014 Cadillac ATS $17,575.65/ 2014 Chevrolet Sonic LS $7,478.00. Excess wear and tear and km charges no 
included. Freight & PDI2014 Cadillac ATS ($1,700)/ 2014 Chevrolet Sonic ($1,700), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. 
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Geocache leads to bomb scare in Niagara 


QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 


Niagara police called in 
the explosive disposal 
unit Monday night to 
investigate a suspicious 
package that turned out 
to be a geocache canis- 

Niagara Regional Police 
received a call around 
6:30 p.m. Monday from 
an individual who spot¬ 
ted a young man placing 
a container under a lamp 
post at the Ontario Tourist 
Information Centre on 
Highway 420 and Stanley 
Ave. in Niagara Falls. 


"The caller said he had 
placed a small metal can¬ 
ister under the base plate 
of the light stand in the 
parking lot,” said NRP 
Const. Derek Watson. 

"Out of an abundance 
of caution we took steps 
to ensure the safety of the 
public and of the officer 
involved and our tactical 
unit responded." 

Officers with the explo¬ 
sive disposal unit were 
called out and deter¬ 
mined the object was a 
geocache container. 

A geocache is a hidden 
item people hunt for fun 
using GPS coordinates. 
The containers hold a 


RESTAURANT 


FREE 

BREAKFAST 

Buy one #1 breakfast, 
get Second FREE 
with the purchase of a beverage 
For the month of May 
From 7:30am - 10:00am Mon - Thurs 
Eat - in Only 


199 Garrison Road • Fort Erie 


TOPSOIL & CRUSHED STONE 





the general public 


Large selection of Titleist Vokey SM4 wedges 


Brand New 

Men's right and left handed 
Tour Chrome or Oil Can Finish 



Niagara police called in the 
explosive disposal unit 
Monday night to investi¬ 
gate a suspicious package 
that turned out to be a 
geocache canister. 


logbook and a trinket. 

There have been sev¬ 
eral reported bomb 
scares that ended up 
being harmless geocache 
containers. 

In April, police in Ohio 
shut down a rest stop 
after a truck driver saw 
someone throw a pack¬ 
age behind a tree. 

In July 2013, police in 
Edmonton shut down a 
bridge walkway after a 
pedestrian spotted a con¬ 
tainer taped to the side of 
the span. 

According to the web¬ 
site geocaching.com, 
there are more than 2.3 
million geocaches across 
the globe. 


LAKEVIEW 

Spider Control 7 ^ 

^ Specializing in control of 

Spiders Wasp s Bees 
TimelVoted Fort Erie’s Finest IPS 
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Fort Erie Times 

A Fraser Institute study said that 44,273 women, between 1993 and 2009 died while waiting for 
medical treatment. 


'rand 
Opening 

Come see our fresh new look at 
1167 Garrison Rd @ Crescent 



WELCOME HOME 


Wait times killing women 


QMI Agency 


Medical wait times continue 
to contribute to the deaths of 
Canadian women, a new 
report suggests. 

According to a Fraser 
Institute study released 
Tuesday, 44,273 women — 
2.5% of all female deaths in 
Canada between 1993 and 
2009 — died waiting for medi¬ 
cal treatment. 

The study found no signifi¬ 
cant relationship between 
wait times and male mortality 

“While the reasons for the 
potential gender difference 
remain unclear, the solution 
to the problem is obvious. 
Lengthy wait times for medi¬ 
cally necessary treatment, and 
the deaths associated with 
them, are Canada's shame, 
but we can solve both prob¬ 
lems through sensible policy 
reform," Nadeem Esmail, the 
study’s author, said in a release 
Tuesday. 

Esmail suggested countries 
with shorter wait times rely on 


private competition and 
incentives, such as cost shar¬ 
ing and competing private 
hospitals. 

"Policymakers who cling to 
flawed policies, and argue 


against reform with rhetoric 
rather than fact, should con¬ 
sider whether Canadians who 
die while waiting for health 
care are being sacrificed to 
ideology,” Esmail said. 



Call 905-871-3100 ext 200 


Grand Opening Celebration 
May 24 th 

1:00p.m.-3:00p.m. 
Family Fun & Giveaways 





















38 Fort Erie Times • Thursday, May 22,2014 


Missions struggling, too 


Maryanne Firth 

QMI Agency Niagara 


It’s a struggle to keep food 
on the shelves. 

It’s a challenge to keep 
bills from piling up. 

It’s a harsh reality faced by 
not only the clients of Open 
Arms Mission, but also by 
the mission itself. 

"We can relate to the cli¬ 
ents because we know how 
hard it is to make ends 
meet,” says manager Melissa 
Kirkpatrick as she looks 
around the busy Fifth St. 
mission. 

"We've got the bills for 
winter and don't have the 
funds to pay them,” she 

“We have no idea what 
will be in our food bank day 
to day, just like (the clients) 
don’t." 

It’s the 130 volunteers, 
handful of staff and com¬ 
mitment from the commu¬ 


nity that keeps Open Arms 
Mission (OAM) operating. 

The agency does not 
receive any government 
funding. It has been given 
grants for special projects, 
but receives no ongoing, 
steady support, says devel¬ 
opment officer Pam Swick 

It instead relies heavily on 
donations from the commu¬ 
nity. 

And when the community 
is hard hit, so is the mis- 

“It's not uncommon for us 
to talk to clients who used to 
donate here," Kirkpatrick 

“Situations get tough. 
They can’t work anymore 
and then they find them¬ 
selves here. No one plans for 

Those circumstances have 
a significant impact on the 
mission, she says, as the 
organization not only loses 
a donor but also gains a cli- 


Agency staff and volun¬ 
teers know they face an 
uphill battle, but take on the 
challenge nonetheless in 
hopes of bettering the lives 
of people in need. 

Difficult times in the com¬ 
munity have forced the mis¬ 
sion to become both inno¬ 
vative and resourceful in its 
operations. 

To ensure its sustainabili¬ 
ty, while also helping clients 
to progress in their lives, the 
agency has established a 
thrift store, as well as lawn- 
care and power-washing 
businesses. 

OAM also collects scrap 
metal and unwanted elec¬ 
tronics for recycling to help 
pay for its operations. 

All profits go right back 
into the mission's program- 

“By hiring us, you’re sup¬ 
porting putting people to 
work,” says OAM executive 
director Jerry Vanderklok. 




MARYANNE FIRTH QMI Agency Niagara 
Volunteers Herb and Liz Lodde sort food donations at the Open Arms Mission Ministry 
Campus warehouse on Forks Rd. 


Employees are paid mini¬ 
mum wage and gain invalu¬ 
able experience intended to 
help them advance in the 
working world, he says. 

The lawn-care and power¬ 
washing businesses are run 
out of the mission’s Ministry 
Campus on Forks Rd., a farm 
property the agency raised 


$1 million to purchase and 
renovate in 2012. 

"What’s going on here is 
we’re giving people the 
opportunity to learn," 
Vanderklok says. 

"We really believe and are 
endeavouring to take the 
ministry to die next level. 
We’re offering opportunities 



for life changes for people 
who want them. 

"If there’s a guy that leaves 
here and says he's going to 
start his own business — 
that would be a victory,” 
Vanderklok says. 

“We need to do more than 
feed people. We need to be a 
part of re-entering them into 
the community.” 

While each story is differ¬ 
ent, Vanderklok says many 
people living below the pov¬ 
erty line have little educa¬ 
tion or work skills and need 
a boost in those areas. 

Along with its outdoor 
businesses, OAM offered a 
helping hand by creating a 
retail training program run 
through Redeemed Goods 
when it opened in 2008. 

The Crowland Ave. thrift 
store has since helped 
countless people to find 
employment in the retail 

"They feel bad leaving a 
volunteer position and we 
rejoice because they’ve 
found a job,” Vanderklok 


See Page 39 
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Reporting fender benders 


Alison Langley 

QMI Agency Niagara 
A new service is now avail¬ 
able in Niagara Falls for motor¬ 
ists to report fender-benders. 

The region’s second collision 
reporting centre opened 
Tuesday at the Niagara Falls 
detachment of the Niagara 
Regional Police. 

The kiosks in the lobby at the 
Morrison St. detachment give 
motorists involved in a minor 
collision the option of bringing 
their damaged vehicle to the 
police station, rather than wait¬ 
ing for police to attend. 

“If you have a collision in 
Niagara Falls, and it doesn’t 
involve bodily injury, criminal 
activity or the hauling of haz¬ 
ardous waste, when you call 911 
the operator will tell you to 
exchange information with the 
other party then come to the 
centre,” explained Steve 


Sanderson, president of 
Accident Support Services 
International Ltd. which oper¬ 
ates the centre. 

Sanderson said the service 
will allow the NRP to make bet¬ 
ter use of its resources as offi¬ 
cers can be re-allocated to other 

“It frees up the officers to 
attend higher priority calls for 
service in the community.” 

Henry D’Angela, chairman of 
the police board, agreed. 

"We’re very excited about this 
because it brings better service 
to the residents and visitors of 
Niagara. It’s a much more con¬ 
venient way to report accidents 
and, from an officer's stand¬ 
point, it’s great because we 
don’t have to have as many offi¬ 
cers reporting to a collision so 
we can be more pro-active with 
our resources.” 


centre, and vehicles that can’t 
be driven can be towed there. 

Photographs and information 
about the collision and dam¬ 
aged vehicle are recorded and 
sent to insurance companies 
and police. 

“The faster they open a claim, 
the faster they can close it,” 
Sanderson said. "Now, custom¬ 
ers can get an enhanced level of 
service from their insurer." 

Before the launch of collision 
reporting centres, the average 
property damage claim took 7.9 
days. Now, depending on the 
situation, claims can be setded 
within hours. 

Niagara Falls Collision 
Reporting Centre 

4343 Morrison St. 

Open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday. 


Open Arms struggling 


From Page 38 

Donations for the store, as 
well as the agency’s food bank, 
are collected and stored at a 
12,000-square-foot warehouse 
on the Forks Rd. property. 

Vanderklok envisions the 
warehouse, which has loading 
docks ideal for corporate dona¬ 
tions, as a food hub that will 
someday assist south Niagara 
agencies. 

But for now, the shelves are 
not as full as they should be to 
sustain even Open Arms 
Mission. 

“Those racks should be full 
— and they’re not,” Vankerklok 

“We need the community and 
corporations to come behind 

The agency will host a food 
drive at the rural property on 
May 31 to help replenish its 
stock. 

OAM is on the hunt for a large 
walk-in freezer that would allow 
for large-scale donations, but 
like anything, it costs money. 

And right now, it’s money the 
agency doesn’t have. 

"It takes a lot of money to 
keep things going," Vanderklok 

"But everything that goes on 
here is about helping people. 
We’re doing what we can to get 
them to better their lives.” 

Vanderklok says the mission’s 
efforts are working, “but it takes 

Along with offering food and 
other necessities, the mission 


focuses on providing support 
and encouraging faith among 
people in need. 

OAM hosts a weekly program, 
Redeemed Lives, that offers 
men a safe place to open up 
about mental illness, financial 
struggles, breakups, substance 
abuse and family issues. 

“We’re not here to tell them 
what to do. We’re here to rally 
around them to give them sup- 

“We see new faces all the 
time,” he says, but many return 
for continued support and to 
show support to others. 

Seeing a man being able to 
turn his life around — “Those 
are victories we like to see,” he 

For more information on 
Open Arms Mission and its pro¬ 
gramming, visit www.ope- 
narmsmissionwelland.com. 


maryanne.firth@sunmedia. 

Open Arms Mission fundrais¬ 
ing events: 

What: A Helping Handbag — 
an evening that includes silent 
and live auctions featuring 
about 200 designer and fashion 
purses, live entertainment and 
a light buffet. 

When: Thursday, May 29, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Where: Croatian National 
Home, 6 Broadway Ave., 
Welland. 

Tickets: $40 each and avail¬ 
able at Open Arms Mission, 22 
Fifth St., and Rose City Travel, 
80 King St. 

For more information, call 
905-788-3800 or e-mail caitlin. 
oam@gmail.com. 

What: Step Up to Stock Up, 
the second annual OAM food 
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COUNTRY CLUB 


pLu>: 205-877-2400 


iPublic isWelcomed 


Open for Lunch and Dinner 
Tuesday to Sunday from 11:00 AM till 9:00 PM 


$mck md 
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Serving Breakfast 

A Saturday & Sunday • 8:00 am till 11:30 am 


FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY SPECIAL 


Starter Salad 

-*■ 1 Piece of Beer Battered Cod 
Fried Golden 

and served with Creamy Cole 
Slaw and our in house made 
Caper Dill Mayo (Tar Tar Sauce) 
and in house cut Fries 
(add an additional piece for $2.50) 

AND IT INCLUDES CHEF S COMPLIMENTARY DESSERT 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

.„i, s 8 95 



REGULAR PRICE 

$10*5 


SATURDAY NIGHT PRIME RIB SPECIAL 


Reservations 

Only for Prime Rib Special 

ft Choice of Soup or Salad 
ft. Shrimp Cocktail for 2 
ft Prime Rib served with mashed 
potatoes, vegetables and 
Yorkshire Pudding 
ft Glass of Red Wine 
ft Complimentary Dessert 

8 ounce cut 



$ 45°o 


per couple 


No substitutions please 

10 ounce cut 

$ 54°°p.reoup,e 


Visit our website for more information 
www.bridgewatercountryclub.com 
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Dozens of homes damaged after last week’s deluge 





NO EMISSIONS • NO INSURANCE • NO LICENCE REQUIRED 

COME AND JOIN US ON MAY 24TH FOR OUR 

GRAND OPENING 

Ribbon cutting with the 
Light Refreshments, as well as 


• High Efficiency Motor 

• Headlight w/High Beam, Turning Signals, 
Brake Lights, Tail Light, Indicator Light 


Alan Benner 

QMI Agency Niagara 

As torrential rain pound¬ 
ed her Pelham home last 
week, Marti Clayton was 
relaxing in her basement 
rec-room watching televi¬ 
sion when she heard a 
strange gurgling sound. 

It was too loud to be 
caused by the rain water 
flowing outside. The sound 
was coming from the fur- 

“The water was just gush¬ 
ing right up," she said. 

Sewage water was flowing 
up through floor drains, 
through the drain in the 
shower, and even the toilet 
was backing up and spilling 
sewage out on the tiled 

David Oke who shares the 
Leslie PI. home with Clayton 
used a Shop-Vac trying to 
control the deluge of water, 
but it was coming in faster 
than he could pump it out. 

They were among dozens 
of Pelham residents and 
dozens more in Welland 
whose basements were 
flooded last week when as 
much as 34 mm of rain fell 
in a 30 minute period, 


exceeding the capacity of 
regional sewage pumping 
stations. 

Clayton recalled looking 
out the window at the flood¬ 
ed street during the worst of 
the storm. 

“There’s a manhole there, 
and water was hushing out 
of it about four-feet in the 
high,” she said. 

“It really stank in here, 
really bad. ... I was almost 
having a nervous break¬ 
down on Wednesday night.” 

At its worst, the sewer 
water was about a half a foot 
deep in her basement. 

After calling Aviva insur¬ 
ance a crew from Promus 
Disaster Restoration 
Specialists was at her home 
on Thursday. They were still 
there working three days 

Clayton estimated the 
damage at $70,000 to 
$80,000. 

“The whole basement was 
finished. All the flooring, 
everything has to be taken 
out. This is a new furnace, 
and we don’t know if it's any 
good or not," she said, ges¬ 
turing to the recently 
installed high efficiency fur¬ 
nace they spent $10,000 on. 

“That’s our $4,000 sec¬ 
tional. It's totalled,” she 


Sunset Drive 

HOBBY GREENHOUSES 


Sales & Service 


SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 

David Oke looks through piles of garbage pulled from his basement after last week's storm. 


said Welland was 

1U “We did have 
quite a few calls, 
but I think we fair¬ 
ed pretty well.” 

Pelham Mayor 
Dave Augustyn 
said he plans to 
discuss the storm 
and its impact on 
the community 
with town council 
at a committee 
meeting Tuesday 
evening. 

“Now that we 
know that this is 
an issue, hopefully 
it won’t happen 
again, but we’ll do 
what we can to try 
to mitigate and 
solve it for the 
long term," he 
said. “If there’s 
something we can 
do we will do it.” 


added, gesturing to the 
brown leather furniture. "All 
our furniture here is 
totalled.” 

They recently spent 
$20,000 installing a new 


basement bathroom, which 
is now destroyed — includ¬ 
ing a shower they had never 

Although Clayton is confi¬ 
dent the damage will be 


ON SALE 

Patio Planters 
Hanging Baskets & Bags 
Various Prices 


VEGETABLE SALE 

4 Pac - $ l m 

Tomatoes, Cucumbers, 
Peppers, Onions, Broccoli, 
Eggplant & More 


** Bring In Flyer, 
We Ad Match! 


1238 Dominion Road, Fort Erie 

289-320-8933 


CASH‘N CARRY 

Located on Sunset Dr. between 
Gilmore Rd and Bowen Rd 
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Classifieds 

forterietimes.ca/classifieds 





Phone: 1-866-541-6757 » Fax: 1-866-485-8461 « Email: forterietimes.classifieds@sunmedia.c 


Sat., May 24 th ~ 8 am-12 pm 

Rain or Shine 
Something For Everyone! 
Hamburgers & Hotdogs available for s 


BARGAIN PRICES 

Used: Furniture, Appliances, 
clothing, linen & household items 
We pick up usable furniture 
every Saturday 

St. Vincent De Paul 
36 Jarvis St. 905-871-0203 



(or a successful candidate would be Chrysler training 
ould be a proficient transmission re-builder. 
Wages will be negotiated based on candidates 




SBSSM 

May24 R/D May25 
clothing, computer 



Thishleu/spapQn 
is Uecyolable 


Stevensville 

Sat May 24th 
Sun May 25th 

2326 Stevens- 


RD Sat. June 7 8AM - 


Peter (905)991-3006 


rural Stever 
Shared ^ enti 

or smoking. Steve 
905-380-6417 for 


f 



A job that fits 
YOUR LIFE. 

We’ve got great things in store for you! 


>p off resumes at store 


Paid Training - everything you need to do a great job. 

Valuable Experience - everything you need for a great future. 

Good Times - what makes our customers happy is what motivates 
our employees. Honesty, caring, and a workplace that feels like home. 


TUttMoitcm 


i iib 

fort Erie Times 

CARRIERS WANTED 



Fort Erie 

(Lewis, Niag. Blvd., 
Wintemute) 

Crescent Park 

(Ferndale) (Grandview) 
(Parkdale) 


(Stevensville Rd. -near Main St) (River Trail) 

il Beach 


Haven’t Seen A Route Advertised For Your Area? 
Call & leave your name, address & telephone 

ill call you if one becomes available. 


905-871-3100 ext. 201 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


All claims against the Estate of SHIRLEY JUNE 
REINHARDT, late of the Town of Fort Erie, 
the Regional Municipality of Niagara, who 
died on or about the 22 nd day of April, 2014 
must be filed with the undersigned persona 
■ before July 16*, 




When 
you shop 
locally... 


yourlifemoments. C 


Marking your milestones. 


For Obituaries call: 

1 - 877 - 750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 
All other moments call: 

1 - 888 - 786-7821 

Fax: 1-866-757-0227 



Open House to celebrate 

“Carl Nigh’s 
90th Birthday” 

Stevensville Conservation Club 
2555 Ott Rd., Stevensville 
on Saturday, May 31st 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
“BEST WISHES ONLY” 


WINE WEARS & MORE 

GALA - Friday May 30 th - 5 - 9 pm 

$10~indudes wine & light refreshments 


www.stmarks1792.com 

Tickets: 905-468-3123 or 905-468-3314 



Everyone 

wins! 


Let us in on your 
BIG NEWS... 

• Birth • Engagement 
■ Wedding 
•Graduation 
• Retirement 


Obituaries In Memoriam | Thanks Births Celebrations More 



Clara Ceclia (Meyer) Kohinski 
1913-2014 

Peacefully and with dignity Clara passed 

Crescent Park Lodge, Fort Erie. 

Clara was predeceased by her husband 
Thomas (1997) and her three sisters Nettie, 
Kaye, Agnes and three brothers Ray, Dave, 
and Ed. She is survived by her daughter, 
Margaret (Paul Brunning) and sons Doug¬ 
las (Susan) Kohinski and Ronald (Louise) 
Kohinski: 9 grandchildren; 19 great grand¬ 
children. Internment has taken place at the 
Immaculate Conception cemetery in Formo¬ 
sa, ON on May 16, 2014. She was a faithful 
member of St. Michaels and St. Georges 
R.C. Church as well as a CWL member and 
loyal friend. The family extends special 
thanks to Dr. Gleeson and the Crescent 
Park staff for their car 


GOLDING, Barrie James “Buda” - 

Barrie made his family laugh right up until 
his passing at the St. Joseph's Hospital in 
Hamilton on May 15th, 2014 at the age of 
72. Loving husband of Maggie. Proud father 
of Jackie (John) Deiter, Russell (Judy) 
Golding and Erica Golding. Cherished and 
proud Papa of Russell Jr., Haley, Briley and 
Brooklyn. Sadly missed by his sister-in-laws 
June Casemore and Ginger Tunstall and 
his many dear friends and extended family 
both here and in England. A proud and 
active member of the Fort Erie Community. 
Barrie was the current Chairman of the Fort 
Erie Credit union, a past chairman of the 
Douglas Memorial Hospital Board, Fort Erie 
Friendship Trail and Winterfest. In keeping 
with Barrie’s wishes, friends and family are 
invited to a "Buda Party” to celebrate his life 
on Wednesday, May 21st from 2-4 pm at 
**" Bridgewater Golf Course. To h- 



SMITH, Agnes (“Aggie”) - February 8, 
1939 - May 14, 2014 - Passed away 
peacefully at Maple Park Lodge in the arms 
of her beloved husband Jack after a lengthy 
bout with Alzheimer’s. Predeceased by 
parents Alex and Elizabeth Csabi, daughter 
Kathleen, brother Leslie and sister-in-law 
Raymonde. Survived by her husband of 53 
years, Jack, her brother Richard, children 
Lesli and David, son in law George 
and grandchildren Gavin, Ian, Cameron, 
Alexandra, Carter and Zaida. The family 
would like to extend a very special “thank 
you” to Dr. Che and all of the most 
wonderful, compassionate staff at Maple 
Park Lodge. At her request cremation has 
taken place, and a private family service will 
be held at a later date. Arrangements 


ALTERNATIVES, 905-894-0120. 


YOUR 

lasting legacy 
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Marking your milestones. 


' yourlifemoments . C 


For Obituaries call: 

1 - 877 - 750-5054 


All other moments call: 

1 - 888 - 786-7821 

Fax: 1-866-757-0227 


Freda (Barnes) Nagy 

In loving memory of 
Freda (Barnes) Nagy, who left us one 
year ago from the dedicated care of the 


John Sims 

August 16,1963 - May 24, 2012 

You always had a smile to share 
Time to give and time to care 
A loving nature kind and true 
Is the way we will always remember you 
Although we’re not together 
We will never be apart 
Because you have that special place 
Right here within our hearts 

Lovingly remembered, 

Your Family. 


yf, {Jrktc 


Cremations and Burials 

Remembrance Takes Thought, 
Not Expense 

Jerome J. O’Charchin, Funeral Director 

905-894-0120 

241 Ridge Road • Ridgeway • ON • LOS 1N0 
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First Run Just Arrived Alaskan 
Wild Sockeye Red Spring Salmon! ^ 
Highly valued for its dietary nutritional 


COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


iogo 

Yogourt 

Assorted Varieties 


PLACKRIVEH 

• Premium Choice 

. 100% Pure 
• Unfiltered 

• No Sugar Added 

• No Preservatives 



Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
^ and click on the flyer icon to 
1 see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday May 23 through Thursday May29,2014 


FRI 

1 SAT 

1 SUN 

1 MON 1 

TUE 

1 WED 1 

1 THU 

23 

1 24 

1 25 

1 26 | 

27 

1 28 | 

| 29 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm • Sat 7am-8pm • Sun 8am to 7pm 







